


■ -l. 


.. " L -k 


5 Jordanians killed in Baghdad shelter 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Five Jordanians, all members of one family, 
were among the victims of the A1 Amiriyeh shelter massacre in 
Baghdad when missiles fired by the U.S. Air Force blasted the 
shelter Wednesday. The Jordanian victims, who were all female, 
included a 45-year-old mother, Adi bah Ahmad Axner, and her 
four daughters, Ghada (21), Abir (20), Gfaaida’ (19) and Rana 
(14). The husband, Mohammad Khader, who is a professor at an 
Iraqi university, and their teenage son survived the inferno that 
engulfed the civilian shelter. The latest figures released by Iraqi 
officials said 314 bodies have been retrieved from the wreckage of 
the shelter, most of them women and children. 
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Iraq’s guards ’undeterred’ by bombing 

NICOSIA (R) — The commander of Iraq's elite Republican Guards said 
Monday his force was undeterred by U.S.-led allied bombing and would 
repulse invading troops. Iraq's most battle-hardened soldiers, heavily 
entrenched in southern Iraq and occupied Kuwait, have been a target for 
saturation bombing in advance of an expected ground war. Lieutenant- 
Genera] Iyad Khalifa, in a statement to the Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
carried by Baghdad Radio, said his force possessed “sophisticated and 
modern weapons, will defend with honour (Islamic) holy places and 
repulse invading troops.** “The Republican Guards forces... will repulse 
the heathen alliance led by America in the mother of all battles," he said. 
“Their tanks and troops will be burned in the desen terrain on which we 
have gained combat experience for so many years." Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein is believed to have spent billions of dollars on the 
150, 000- strong Republican Guards, an armoured force which is virtually a 
self-contained army within an army. Held in reserve, it will be Iraq's main 
line of defence against a ground offensive. 
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Gorbachev presents peace plan; U.S. cautious 
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White House says assault 
on Iraq will not be stopped 


Combined agency dispatches 

SOVIET PRESIDENT Mikhail 
Gorbachev presented new peace 
plan to Iraqi Foreign Ministe r 
Tareq Aziz during talks Monday 
and expected a quick response, a 
presidential spokesman said. 

Mr. Aziz told reporters at Mos- 
cow’s VIP airport before depart- 
ing that the 314-hour meeting was 
“important," and added, “We 
decided to follow up those talks." 

Emerging from die Moscow 
meeting, Mr. Aziz said “I can 
speak about the atmosphere, that 
it was cordial and objective." 

When asked if he expect any 
ceasefire, Mr. Aziz replied: 
“Well; I cannot elaborate now 
because the talks between us, and 
the discussions between us and 
the Soviet friends are going on, 
are continuing.” 

“We expect a reply without 
delay to these proposals.” said 
Mr. Gorbachev's spokesman 
Vitaly Ignatenko after the Soviet 
leader met Mr. Aziz under the 
Kremlin’s glittering chandeliers.' 

Their tails lasted most of the 
morning on the 33rd day of the 
war, Mr. Aziz left immediately 
afterwards for Iran. 

“It (the plan) is now in the 
diplomatic pouch of Mr. Aziz on 
board a Soviet aircraft to Iraq,” 
Mr. Ignatenko said. u We expect 


a reply without delay to these 
proposals.” 

Accompanied by Iraqi Deputy 
Premier Saadoun Hammadi, Mr. 
Aziz met first with his Soviet 
counterpart, Alexander Bess- 
mertnykh, and Yevgeny Prima- 
kov, a presidential envoy and 
Middle East expert The officials 
then joined Mr. Gorbachev. 

“My impression is that Tareq 
Aziz was very constructive,” 
-Ignatenko said. Mr. Aziz pi armed 
to return to Moscow “very soon” 
after discussing the plan with 
Saddam Hussein, he said. 

Mr. Aziz considered staying in 
Moscow, but decided to return to 
deliver the plan in person because 
telephone lines between the 
capitals are “unreliable,” Mr. 
Ignatenko said without explain- 
ing further. 

“He'll have to report personal- 
ly to Saddam Hussein and the 
Revolutionary Command Coun- 
cil,” Ignatenko said. 

Mr. Ignatenko said the plan 
was “fully in line with the Soviet 
position that there should be an 
unconditional withdrawal from 
Kuwait.” He said Mr. Aziz 
accepted Mr. Gorbachev’s prop- 
osals with “interest and under- 
standing.''’ 

Mr. Aziz came to Moscow Sun- 
day to explain Iraq’s offer on 
Friday to withdraw from Kuwait. 


He explained to Mr. Gorbachev 
during their meeting that the 
offer contained “no conditions,” 
spokesman Ignatenko said. 

“This is a programme” for 
negotiations, he said. 

U.S. President George Bush 
and others had rejected the offer 
because it appeared to link a 
withdrawal to other Middle East 
conflicts. The Soviets had wel- 
comed it as a starting point for 
talks, but also said the conditions 
could make it meaningless. 

The White House reacted 
cautiously to the peace plan that 
-emerged from the Soviet-Iraqi 
talks and said the United States 
would continue the war effort. 

Spokesman Marlin Fitzwater 
said U.S. officials bad yet to hear 
from the Soviet Union on the 
plan. 

“I don’t think we have enough 
information to respond,” Kir. 
Fitzwater said, adding: 

“All of our hopes at this point 
are on the conflict in the air and 
on the ground in teims of pushing 
Iraq out of Kuwait.” 

The talks in Moscow Monday 
had been seen as possibly Iraq's 
last chance to avert a ground war 
with the U.S.-led allies. 

President Bush declined com- 
ment on the Soviet plan. 

(Contained on page 5) 


TWo U.S . ships damaged 
after hitting mines in Gulf 


Combined agency dispatches 

TWO U.S. WARSHIPS struck 
floating mines in the northern 
Golf Monday, and the navy said 
seven servicemen were injured. 
Both vessels were damaged bnt 
were not in danger of sinking, 
officials said. 

Initial reports said the USS 
Tripoli, a helicopter-carrying 
amphibious assault ship, and the 
USS Princeton, a two-year-old, 
high-tech missile cruiser, were 
operating under their own power 
after the explosions. 

A navy spokesman said three 
sailors were injured aboard the 
Princeton — one seriously — and 
four were slightly injured on the 
Tripoli. 

AD those injured on the Prince- 
ton were airlifted to another ship 
for treatment, he said, bnt those 
injured on the Tripoli were tre- 
ated 'aboard ship. 

It was the first mine damage to 
U.S. vessels in Gulf deployment 
— from either the month-long 
war and the preceding five 
months of enforcing the embargo 
on trade with Iraq imposed after 
its takeover of Kuwait. 


U.S. officials have said they 
believe Iraq is dumping floating 
mines in the Gulf. More than 80 
mines have been found and des- 
troyed in the past few months, 
bnt none had previously damaged 
a vessel. 

Military sources in London said 
that apart from mines sown by 
the Iraqis to defend Kuwait and 
the approaches to Iraq there are 
also large numbers of mines left* 
over from the 1980-88 Iran-Iraq 
war. 

A Painstaking minesweeping 
operation will have to be carried 
out before a U.S. -marine task 
force now moving north up the 
Gulf can go ashore, military 
sources said. 

That task is likely to be led by 
five British minesweepers now 
heading up the Gulf after months 
of training exercises. 

The ships are known as the 
“Tupperware Taskforce” be- 
cause they have plastic hulls to 
reduce the danger from magnetic 
mines. They are considered to be 
the most advanced minesweepers 
available to the allies. 

Military sources said the allies 
face three types- of mines — 


ground mines laid on the ocean 
floor, buoyant mines tethered to 
the seabed and floating mines, 
which include buoyant mines that 
have broken free. 

U.S. officials say about 150 
floating mines have been spotted 
by allied navies in the past few 
months. Many have been neutral- 
ised but often they are difficult to 
•see. The older mines are • en- 
crusted with barnacles, which 
blur their outline. 

False alarms have turned out to 
be oil drums, sea snakes, rubbish 
bags, turtles, dead sheep and on 
one occasion an invalid walking 
frame. 

The best defence against float- 
ing mines is often a sailor equip- 
ped with a pair of binoculars but 
even that can lead to some un- 
comfortably close enounters. 

The British destroyer Glouces- 
ter last week came within 10- 
metres of hitting a mine even 
-after it had been spotted by a 
lookout. 

Allied spokesmen have said the 
Iraqi navy is all but destroyed, 
bnt it is still believed to retain a‘ 
small number of vessels capable 
of laying mines. 


London rail bombs kill 1 


Combined agency dispatches 

- A BOMB EXPLODED at 

• .. Victoria station 45 minutes 

. ^ after a telephone warning 
Monday morning, police said, 
v The rush-hour blast killed one 

'*-V man, injured at least 37 others 
and sent screaming, bleeding 

- commuters r unning out of the 
terminal. 

. Scotland Yard said a man 
: - with an Irish accent who 
; " '- r . claimed to represent the Irish 

' _• ^ Republican /rimy (IRA) tele- 

^ 'rphoned a warning 45 minutes 
-*•* ^ before the explosion at 7:46 
v - : \\' r a.in. (0746 GMT). 

+■' One man caught in the ex- 
« *' plosion lost part of his foot, 
’’ ^ and three teenagers were 
^ j ;.flnong the wounded, police 

Bri tish Rail dosed all of its 
• •: \ : J /nainhne stations in London, 

... r \i 1 waiting service which brings 
. . .■ : r" J ^ialf a millio n people into the 
. v’. 'apital every .day. Connecting 

- „ v^'nbway stations _ also were 
.* ^.^^ilosed. 

j- Reporters who were 

J^'^flowed briefly into Victoria 
’ :v' ^ration saw trails of blood 


leading from the concourse to 
the front entrance, and knap- 
sacks apparently abandoned 
in panic. 

The warning came after a 
device similar to the Victoria 
bomb exploded at 4:20 a.m. in. 
Paddington station, where 
only a dozen employees were 
on duty and no one was in-, 
jured. 

Later Monday, all four termin- 
als at London's Heathrow airport 
were evacuated at 2:45 plm. fol- 
lowing what an airport spokes- 
man called “a non-specific bomb 
threat.” There were no immedi- 
ate incidents. 

Commander George Churchill- 
Coleman, the bead of Scotland 
Yard’s anti-terrorist unit, told a 
news conference that London 
Transport received this wanting 

at 7 a.m.: “We are the Irish 
.Republican Army. Bombs to go 
off at all mainline stations in 45 
minutes.” 

He said the warning was passed 
to the British 'Transport police, 
who already were searching all 
the «n«in raOway terminals fol- 
lowing the Paddington explosion. 
But, he said, the bombers knew 
there would be insufficient time 
for the “enormous task” of sear- 
ching all of the stations- 


The bomb attacks came 11 days 
after the IRA fired three mortar 
bombs at government offices, in- 
cluding one bomb that exploded 
behind Prime Minister John Ma- 
jor's official residence. 

A report by the Iraqi News 
Agency (INA) from London said 
die bombings migbt have been in 
retaliation for Britain’s participa- 
tion in the Gulf war. But Mr. 
Chorcbill-Coleman said: “My 
personal view is that it has no- 
thing to do with any Arab orga- 
nisation.” 

Paddington station is the main 
terminal for trains from the west, 
while Victoria, near Buckingham 
Palace, is the main rail gateway to 
the south and European destina- 
tions. 

The IRA has frequently attack- 
ed the main Belfast- Dublin rail 
line in Northern Ireland as part of 
its campaig n against British rule 
in the province. Most of the 
explosions are small, and the 
IRA has said they are intended to 
draw out the security forces. 

In an interview published in the 

current issue of Republican 
News, an IRA spokesman who 
was not identified explained the. 
logic of attacking in Britain: “An 
action in Britain has many times 
the effect of a similar action in the 
six comities (Northern Ireland).” 


Aziz to 
brief 
Iranian 
leader 

Combined agency dispatches 


IRAQI FOREIGN Minister 
Tareq Aziz flew to Tehran from 
Moscow Monday for talks with 
Presdient Ali Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani, who said a “bright 
prospect” had emerged to end 
the Gulf war. 

Mr. Aziz is due to brief Mr. 
Rafsanjani on Tuesday on his 
talks earlier Monday with Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev, who 
gave him a plan aimed at averting 
a devastating ground war. 

Mr. Aziz made a stopover m 
Tehran on Sunday en route to 
Moscow. 

Iran and the Soviet Union have 
been at the forefront of diploma- 
tic efforts to end the war. 

Tehran Radio quoted Mr. Raf- 
sanjani as telling the visiting Bur- 
kina Faso foreign minister. Pros- 
per Vokouma, that Iraq had re- 
sponded positively to the propos- 
als to leave Kuwait. 

“The president, having ex- 
pressed satisfaction at the bright 
prospect visible in respect of a 
solution to the problem of the 
.^Persian’ Gulf region said ‘Iran’s 
initiatives have fortunately ^pro- 
duced positive results',” Mr. Raf- 
sanjani told the radio. 

“Iraq has expressed readiness 
to withdraw from Kuwait, and 
concentrated efforts should con- 
tinue with the cooperation of the 
other Islamic countries until the 
forces fighting Iraq also show 
their good will" the radio quoted 
Mr. Rafsanjani as saying. 

Mr. Rafsanjani has played a 
key role in efforts to end the war 
and sent peace proposals to Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein. 

Although the conditions 
attached to Iraq’s offer last week 
were rejected by the allied coali- 
tion, Mr. Rafsanjani said peace 
initiatives “have fortunately pro- 
duced positive results,” according 
to the report on Tehran Radio. 

The radio also quoted Iranian 
Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati as saying Mr. Aziz 
would confer with officials in 
Tehran on his way home from 
Moscow. 

Mr. Velayati was quoted as 
saying Mr. Aziz “is to return to 
Tehran and discuss the results of 
his meetings... so that in the 
future political efforts in this re- 
gion will continue with more 
coordination and so that this des- 
tructive war is halted as soon as 
possible.” 

“Ahmad, son of the late Ira- 
nian leader Ayatollah Ruhollah 

(Continued on page 5) 



SIGHT TO RETURN: A Palestinian woman 
demonstrates in front of the Department of Palesti- 
nian Affairs in protest against Israel’s refusal to 


allow Palestinians to return to the West Bank (see 
page 3). 


Iraq reports attacks on allied 
troops and air raids on itself 


Combined agency dispatches 

IRAQ SAID MONDAY its 
forces had inflicted casualties on 
front-line allied troops with a 
.barrage of field missiles, and it 
reported 130. enemy air raids on 
its own troops in the past 24 
hours. 

A military communique broad- 
cast by Baghdad Radio also said 
that four allied planes had been 
shot down, but gave no details. 

Baghdad radio also carried a 
commentary denouncing Britain, 
which on Sunday admitted that 
one of its bombs missed a tra- 
geted bridge last week and mis- 
takenly veered off into the Iraqi 
town of Fallouja. 

“What a lie and what a joke," 
said Baghdad Radio, saying that 
130 civilians were killed in de- 
liberate strike on a residential 
area. 

“This false British justification 
exposes the behaviour of the old 
and new Imperialists.” the radio 
said. “World public opinion is 
called upon the record of British 
crimes and to condemn this sav- 
age action, which truly expresses 
Britain’s civilisation and demo- 
cracy, which are based on murder 
and destruction." 

Iraq has said one British plane 
was shot down in the bombing. 

“The cowardly raid on Fallouja 
manifested British rancour 
against Iraq," said the radio com- 
mentary. 

“British officials claimed that 
they hit residential apartments 
because the laser bombs deviated 
from their course. What a lie and 
what a joke. This false British 
justification exposes the 


haviour of the old and new im- 
perialists,” it said. 

It called on world public opin- 
ion to “condemn this savage ac- 
tion which... explains the con- 
gruity of British and American 
interest to achieve the objective 
of destroying Iraq.” 

The Iranian news agency 
IRNA said Monday allied aircraft 
are dropping leaflets on southern 
Iraqi cities, urging residents to 
leave their home towns. 

The agency said wind had 
blown several of the leaflets to 
the Iranian border dries of Aba- 
dan and Khorramshahr after 
bombing raids Sunday. 

It said they bore pictures of a 
rocket and people fleeing bom- 
bardment with an Arabic- 
language warning that residents' 
of the areas should leave their 
towns to avoid being hit. 

A military communique said 
Iraqi soldiers “directed a series of 
destructive strikes with tactical 
field missiles at the enemy's posi- 
tions and concentrations of men 
and equipment inside Saudi terri- 
tory.” 

“A number of enemy scoun- 
drels were killed or wounded, 
and equipment, weapons and 
vehicles were destroyed,” the 
communique said without further 
elaboration. 

During the previous 24 hours, 
it said, there were 25 air raids on 
civilians targets in Iraq and 130 
on military targets. 

Commenting on these war zone 
raids, the communique said, “the 
cowards continued to send their 
aircraft to strike from a distance a 
number of military targets in the 
southern operations sector.” 

The communique also said four 


allied planes had been shot down 
but gave no details. 

In Baghdad itself, air raids 
sirens sounded during the night, 
bnt bombs fell only on the out- 
skirts and officials said there was 
little damage. 

At one location where foreign 
reporters were shown damage 
from a previous bombing raid, a 
woman in black approached one 
journalist and said softly, “I want 
to kill Bush, I want to kill Bush.” 

Allied helicopters rescued an 
American pilot 60 kilometres in- 
side Iraqi-held territory after he 
parachuted out of his F-16 fight- 
er, a U.S. military spokesman 
said in Riyadh Monday. 

He said the plane crashed and 
described the loss as combat re- 
lated. 

The U.S. military said Sunday 
that U.S. and Iraqi armour 
clashed at seven points in the 
desert in the most intense ground 
fighting since Iraq’s attack on a 
Saudi border town Jan. 30. 

It said U.S. attack helicopters 
captured 20 Iraqi soldiers in bat- 
tles along the northern border of 
Saudi Arabia. Two U.S. soldiers 
were killed by missiles fired by 
their own side, it said. 

A Saudi military officer said 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) had joined the air war 
against Iraqi forces for the first 
time. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Ahmad 
Robayan said UAE pilots flew 
Mirage 2000s on four sorties 
against logistical sites in the 
Kuwait theatre of operations. 

Of the 80,000 allied air sorties, 
he said the Saudis had flown 
5,200, the Kuwaitis 560, the 
Bahrainis 205 and the Qataris 48. 


Fahd: No stop in war 


Combined agency despatches 

SAUDI ARABIA’S King Fahd 
said Monday the Gulf war would 
continue as long as Iraq control- 
led Kuwait and deployed troops 
on his border. 

“The fighting will continue, 
with God’s will, as long as its 
causes remain, namely Kuwait’s 
occupation and the hostile milit- 
ary concentration on the king- 
dom’s borders,” the king said. 

His remarks were contained in 
a speech read on bis behalf by 
Prince Sultan Ben Abdul Aziz, 
who is deputy prime minister and 
defence and aviation minister, 
and carried by the official Saudi 
Press Agency (SPA). 

“The Iraqi leadership can 
avert... further tragedies and des- 
truction if it takes the full deci- 
sion to withdraw its army from 
Kuwait and the kingdom’s bor- 
der," he. said. 

Speaking to reporters later, 
Prince Sultan said the meeting in 
Moscow between Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Tareq Aziz witlh the 
Soviet leadership “mil have no 
effect on the military situation 
unless the Iraqi regime follows 
tire correct path,” the tin con- 
ditional withdrawal from Kuwait. 

In his speech, the Saudi 


monarch asserted previous efforts 
towards peace had- been given 
every chance. 

“We are not warmongers,” the 
monarch said. “No wise man 
would want war. Intensive con- 
certed efforts were exerted to 
avoid the tragedy in which the 
Gulf region lives today.” 

King FahcTs speech was deli- 
vered to a meeting of Islamic 
‘scholars discussing the concept of 
Jihad (holy war) and support for 
Saudi Arabia in the Gulf war. 

Referring to Arab states sym- 
pathetic to Iraq, bur without 
naming them, the king said: “It is 
extremely painful to see certain 
Arab leaders going astray and 
backing injustice and aggres- 
sion.” 

Among those attending the 
meeting was Hamed A1 Gabed, 
secretary-general of the Orga- 
nisation of Islamic Conference 
(OIC). 

Sheikh Abdul Aziz Ben Abdul- 
lah Ben Baz, Saudi Arabia's top 
deric, told the meeting: 

“Our jihad is for self-defence 
against the injustice and aggres- 
sion committed by the enemy of 
God, Saddam Hussein. 

“This jihad is a duty for Saudi. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Casualty list on 33rd day of war 


LONDON (R) — Following is an updated list of casualties and 
losses in the Gulf war, as reported by the U.S.-led allies, Iraq and 
Israel at 1800 GMT on day 33 of the war 


Casualties (military) 
(Iraqi figures) 

Dead 

Missing 

(Allied figures) 
Dead 


Captured or missing 
Casualties (civilian) 
(Iraqi figures) 

Dead 


Iraq U.S. -led alliance 


90 

(N/A) 


53 

(N/A) 


79 74 

(includes accidental deaths) 


1.279 


967 (official) 
up to 7,000 (unofficial) 
480 


Injured 
(Allied figures) 

Dead (N/A) 

Injured (N/A) 

Aircraft lost or missing (includes non-combat 

(N/A) 

(Allied figures) 

135 


63 

(N/A) 

(N/A) 


losses) 


9 

64 

320 

41 


Ships sunk or badly damaged 

(Allied figures) 73 

Israel (civilians) 

Dead 4 

Injured 305 


(U.S. 29) 
(British 7) 
(Saudi 3) 
(Kuwaiti 1) 
(Italian 1) 

None 


unveils 

‘plan’ 

Combined agency dispatches 


THE SOVIET PROPOSAL for 
ending the Gulf war includes a 
demand for Iraq's pullout from 
Kuwait and opposition to any 
“punitive actions" against Iraq, a 
German newspaper said Monday. 

The Bild newspaper said it had 
obtained details of the four-point 
proposal from “informed 
sources” in Moscow. 

Iraqi Foreign Minister Tareq 
Aziz took the proposal with him 
back to Baghdad, after meeting 
with Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev. No details were re- 
leased by officials in Moscow. 

However, Bild said it had 
learned off the four “central 
points” of the proposal. 

— “Iraq withdraws from 
Kuwait without pre-conditions, 
to allow for a ‘quick peace’.” 

— “The Soviet Union supports 
the maintaining of the ‘national 
structure and the borders of 
Iraq’.” 

— “The Soviet Union opposes 
‘all sanctions' against Iraq, in- 
cluding any punitive action 
against Saddam Hussein him- 
self.” 

— “All other problems — the 
Palestinian question — are to be 
negotiated.” 

Bild said its report would 
appear in Tuesday’s edition of the 
newspaper. The Hamburg-based, 
mass-circulation newspaper sent 
its brief report by telex to other 
news media in advance. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl and 
President Gorbachev Monday 
discussed Moscow’s plan, a Bonn 
government spokesman said. 

“They obviously talked about 
the Soviet president's peace 
plan,” spokesman Dieter Vogel 
told a news conference. 

He said Mr. Gorbachev inter- 
rupted his talks with Mr. Aziz to 
speak with Mr. Kohl by tele- 
phone. 

“The talk between the Iraqi 
foreign minister and the Soviet 
president was interrupted due to the 
telephone call and then con- 
tinued,” Mr. Vogel said. “It was 
therefore not possible to discuss a 
final Iraqi position on this Soviet 
plan.” 

He said Mr. Kohl and Mr. 
Gorbachev had agreed before- 
hand to hold the telephone con- 
versation but Mr. Vogel did not 
say who placed the call. 

The daily Bild said Mr. Kobl 
and Mr. Gorbachev spoke for 20 
minutes and agreed that U.N. 
resolutions calling for Iraq’s un- 
conditional withdrawal from 
Kuwait must be fulfilled. 

Iran's foreign minister met 
Monday with his German coun- 
terpart as part of last-minute in- 
ternational efforts to end the Gulf 
war before ground fighting be- 
gins. 

Ali Akbar Velayati held a lun- 
cheon meeting with Foreign 
Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher 
at the foreign minritiy. 

He was to meet with Chancel- 
lor Kohl later in the day. 

Mr. Velayati, while posing for 
photographs with Mr. Genscher, 
would not say whether he carried 
any special proposals from his 
talks with Mr. Aziz. 

Mr. Velayati planned to meet 
reporters Tuesday before leaving 
the German capital Wednesday. 

Iranian President Ali Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani said there 
was “the bright prospect” of an 
end to the war following Bagh- 
dad’s response to his ideas for 
solving the crisis. 

“Iraq has expressed readiness 
to withdraw from Kuwait, and 
concentrated efforts should con- 
tinue with the cooperation of the 
other Islamic countries until the 
forces fighting Iraq also show 
their goodwill,” Tehran Radio 
quoted Mr. Rafsanjani as saying. 
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JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


0453 . 
06:11 . 

PRAYER TIMES 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Cbnreh Tel. 
775261. 

St, Ephraim Cbnreh Tel. 771751. 
Amman International Chnrtfc Tel. 




685326. 


17*28 . 


Evansdkal Lutheran Chun* Tel: 



.... 'tdu 

811295. 

Yesterdays high temperatures: Am- 


CHURCHES 

The C3mnh of Jesus Christ ef Latter- 
Day Salnti Tel. 815817. 654932. 

man 16. Aqaba 23. Humidity readings: 
Amman 68 per cent. Aqaba 31 per 
cent. 


St Mary of Nawretb Church, Sweffldi 
Tel. 810740. 

Assemblies of Cod Chun*. "cl. 
632785. 685m 

St Joseph Chore* Tel. 624590. 
Church of the Aomntiatioa Tel. 
637440. 

Etc 1 b Salle Church TcL 661757 
Terrasanta Church Tel: 62236* 
Chart* of the Amnmdatfon Tel. 
623541. , 

AagDaui Church Tel. 625383. Tel. 
623543 . 

Armenian Catholic Church Td. 


WEATHER 

Bulkbn supplied by tic Department of 
Meteorology. 

A rise in ic rape futures will occur 
and some clouds appear at different 
altitudes. 


Amman 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley 


Min ./max. icmp- 

3/18 

11 ITS 

2/19 

10/23 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 

numbers 

night DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Suleiman Kbayym 791880 

Dr. Tawfiq Qabin 623029 

Dr. Mahir Abu Suemch 881635 

Dr. Abdul Rahman Jaber ....... 775050 

firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 77S536 

AlAsema pharmacy 637055 


Nairoukh pharmacy 623*72 

AI SaJara pharmacy 636730 

Yaooub pharmacy 644945 

Shmdsani pharmacy 637660 

BUHD: 

Dr. Mohammad Saced ( — ) 

AlSbaraa' pharmacy (2758251 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Farafa Aqrabawi ( — ) 

ttaffeh pharmacy 985117 

EMERGENCIES 

Fbod Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 661111 

Gvii Defence Immediate 


Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111,657777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaiols 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints........... 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints.. — 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory a ssist an ce) 121 

Overseas Calls .010230 

Central Amman Telephone 


Rq»in .623101 

AbdaE Telephone Repairs ....7661101 

Jordan Television .773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08>53200 

Queen Alia lntl. Airport. 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre ..... 813813/32 
Khaiidi Maternity, J. Amu... 644281/6 
Akfleh Maternity, J. Axnn.... 642441/2 

Jsbtl Amman Maternity..... 642362 

MalhasJ. Amman 636140 


PUfesue. Shmdsani 664171/4 

Sumerian! Hospital 669131 

UnrrersHy Hospital 845845 

Ai-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 

The Istamfc, Abdali 666127/37 

AUAhli, Abdali .... 664164/6 

total , Al-Muhajreen 777101/3 

AJ- Bashir. J. Aa h rafiefa ...... 775111/26 

M"** 891611/15 

Queen Ala Hospital 602240/50 

674155 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)991071 . 
Hospital (09)986732 

mratosma Hospital .. (02)275555 
Week Unrobe Hospital (02)272275 
Hospital — (02)347100 

PriruxasHaya Hospital .... (03)3141 lj 

MARKET prices 

Upperiower price in 6b per kf,' 


Appfe ; 550/480 


SQO f 450 

Banana (Mutannmw) -.,...7 450 / 400 
S? — 380 / 500 

Canlrflower 280 / 240 

120/ 80 

Cuemnbers (small) 220/180 

SS,-"* 500 / 400 

Sfgr” - - 200/150 

Marrow (large) „ ” *“ . JJJ 

gasff* — ®a 

aK°. <8ree, ‘> 180/120 

«0/350 

w too/ 50 

- ‘W0/300 

famZZ - £?' “ 


T- - ' 
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Home News 


King visits frontline units 

AM^AN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Monday visited the 
fro^hw imits of the 12th Royal Mechanised Division where he was 
rw^ed by the commander and senior officers. Following a 
briefing outhe duties assigned to the onits. King Hussein inspected 
several oftfe formations in their defensive positions. King Hussein 
appreciation of the officers and soldiers and pride in 
then- role in defending the homeland. The King thanirpd than for 
then- efforts and their High 
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Palestinians renew 
demands to return 
to W. Bank, Gaza 






—s' 


AMMAN (J.T.) — For the 
second time this month crowds of 
Pales tinians prevented by the 
Israeli authorities from crossing 
into the occupied Arab territories 
staged a march in Amman to 
support their demand for the 
right to return home. 

The Department of Palestinian 
Affairs at the Foreign Ministry 
says dial around 5,000 Palesti- 
nians were barred from entering 
die occupied territories and that 
3,000 more are awaiting their 
tarn to cross. 

Most of the Palestinians seek- 
ing entry into their homeland 
have returned here from Kuwait 
and many of them are penniless, 
officials said. 

The protesters marched from 
the Department of Palestine 
Affairs to die offices of the Inter- 
national Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) and handed Wer- 
ner Kasper, the head of the ICRC 
delegation here, a protest note 
demanding that bridges across 
die River Jordan be reopened for 
the returnees and urging various 
international organisations and 
governments to intervene on 
their behalf and ensure their right 
to return. 

Rateb Aim, one of the depart- 
ment offirialssaid in a statement, 
l o the Jordan .News Agency, Ppt- 
ra, that tbe Janknian govern- 
ment was following the matter, 
with the ICRC as well as other 
concerned organisations which in 
turn were taking up the issue with 
the Israeli authorities. 

At least 30 Palestinians have 
now lost their residency permits, 
which means they cannot go back 
to the occupied lands. “Permits 
these Palestinians have been 
issued by the Israeli authorities 
upon leaving their homeland 


have expired and they simply 
cannot go back but the Jordanian 
government is taking up this mat- 
ter seriously with tire United Na- 
tions, said Amr. 

The Palestinians earlier this 
month presented the ICRC with 
another note with simil ar de- 
mands, but as nothing was done 
in their case they decided to 
maintain their protests and con- 
tinue their endeavours to return, 
officials said. 

Late last month. Dr. Ahmad 
Qatanani, bead of the Foreign 
Ministry’s Department of Palesti- 
nian Affaris, said that the Israelis 
were allowing Palestinians to get 
out but very few are allowed to 
return, claiming security mea- 
sures do not allow die Palesti- 
nians to re turn. 

Normally, the Israelis allowed 
more than 1.000 persons to cross 
into West Bank every day by this 
time of the year, rising to more 
than 3,000 during the summer, but 
they have reduced the number to 
less than 50 during the Gulf war, 
Qatanani added. 

The ban on Palestinian peo- 
ple’s return coincides with a 
blanket curfew Israel has im- 
posed on the 1.75 million Palesti- 
nians inside the occupied Arab 
territories. • ■ • 

. Quoted by' Petra,- one of the* 
protesters Monday said that tire 
Israeli authorities have turned' 
her back five times under the 
pretext that her three-month old 
baby did not have a temporary 
passport. But she said, when she 
acquired this passport the Israelis 
still did not want to allow her in, 

The rest of the protesters, Pet- 
ra said, held valid residency per- 
mits entitling them tire right to be 
permanent residents of the occu- 
pied Arab territories. 


Islamic medical team 
departs to help Iraqis 


-■ **■ 




AMMAN (Petra) — An Interna- 
tional Islamic Medical Relief 
Organisation («"« left Amman 
for Baghdad Sunday to provide 
assistance to the civilian victims 
of the U.S.-led aggression on 
Iraq. 

Lower House of Parliament 
Member AH A1 Hawamdeh, who 
h also director of the Islamic 
Hospital in Amman, said the 
team comprises five surgeons and 
four medical technicians. He said 
17 trucks loaded with medicines, 
baby milk, food supplies and 
Hwtfical equipment were sent to 
haq with the mission. 

The team, Hawamdeh said, 
would stay in Baghdad from one 


to four weeks, depending on the 
developments in die situation. 
Arrangements for the team to 
work in one of Baghdad’s large 
hospitals were made by the Iraqi 
health ministry and Red Crescent 
Society, according to Hawamdeh. 

The Amm an-based Interna- 
tional Islamic Medical Relief 
Organisation which was estab- 
lished recently will send other 
medical twmw to Iraq in coopera- 
tion with the Islamic Hospital, he 
said. 

The organisation was estab- 
lished to provide assist a nce to 
victims of natural disasters and 


Queen visits Ma’an villages 


AMMAN (J.T.) — As part of a 
series of fonow-up' visits to de- 
velopment projects being carried 
out in remote and deprived rural 
areas, Her Majesty Queen Noor 
Monday visited the villages of AJ 
Hasbimiyah/and A] Husseiniyah 
in the Ma’pn Govern orate. 

A small' bedouin community 
about 180 kilometres south of 
Amman, Ai Has hi mi yah tillage 
joined the Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation’s spinning and weav- 
ing project a year ago following 
the Queen's visit to the area last 
spring. 

Th|e bedouin women of Al 
Hashimiyah already have the 
basic knowledge of weaving and 
spinning, a skill passed down by 
their mothers and grandmothers. 

/This spinning and weaving pro- 
ject comes as an income- 
generating business-oriented 
scheme launched to promote 
home and village-based industries 
as a means towards improving the 
quality of life of women and their 


families. 

It also aims at encouraging 
women to become wage-earners 
and decision-makers. It provides 
them with the raw material and 
they are given the freedom to 
chose the colours and patterns, 
after they have been trained to 
use more modern techniques, 
such as the upright looms. 

At the beginning of the tour, 
the director of the district, the 
chief of the village council and 
one of the residents delivered 
welcoming speeches, in which 
they thanked Her Majesty for the 
visit. 

Her Majesty then proceeded to 
the weaving centre where she 
talked to the lady weavers and 
inquired about their work. They 
expressed their appreciation for 
the chance made available to 
them to upgrade their own indi- 
vidual skills. 

After a brief stop at one of the 
villagers’ home the Queen pro- 


ceeded to Al Husseiniyah village, 
where the Tell Burma Coopera- 
tive Society runs an agricultural 
project, formerly established by 
the Ministry of Agriculture in 
1969. 

At that time, the project aimed 
at the settlement of the bedouins 
in that area on 1000 dunums 
divided into 40 agricultural units, 
the most of which is planted with 
olives, onion, garlic and veget- 
ables. It has two ground wells 
with a production capacity of 250 
cubic metres per hour, 
r 

At the end of the visit. Queen 
Noor called on the house of 
deputy Feisal Al Jazi, the region’s 
representative at the Lower 
House of Parliament, where she 
met with the villages' dignitaries 
and notables. 

Accompanying the Queen on 
the visit were the governor of 
Ma’an and Mrs. In'am Al Mufti, 
the director-general of the Noor 
AI Hussein Foundation. 


Arabiyat 


Tunisian 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Tunisian 
parliament is seeking joint efforts 
with the Jordanian Lower House 
of Parliament to bring the devas- 
tating war cm Iraq to an end, and 
to find solutions for all the Mid- 
dle East issues, according to a 
message handed over Monday to 
House Speaker Abdul Latif Ara- 
biyat by the Tunisian ambassador 
to Jordan, Mohammad Monji 
Lahbib. 

The message, which came from 
Speaker of the Tunisian Par- 
liament Mohammad Al Baji Al 
Sibsi, contained in a statement 
issued earlier by parliament in 
Tunis, outlining the dangers 
posed to the Arab and Islamic 
nations as a result of the ongoing 
aggression on Iraq. 

The aggression on the Iraqi 
people could expand to indude 
other Arab areas and is designed 
to sap tire Arab World’s poten- 
tials and destroy its military might 
and economic infrastructure, 
raining any chance of ' progress 
and prosperity for the -Arab Na- 
tion, the statement sakL 

The U.S.-led aggression consti- 
tutes a grave danger with de- 
trimental consequences to the 
present and future Arab genera- 
tions of die Arab World, it 
added. 

In view of the ongoing 
onslaught on Iraq, the Tunisian 
parliament can only voice its soli- 
darity with the Iraqi people, sup- 
porting their steadfastness in the 
face of the daily air bombardment 
of civilian centres, the message 


It said die Tunisian parliament 
backed aH initiatives armed at 
settling the crises by peaceful 
means inchKfing the initiative of 
the North African Arab countries 
issued in Morocco. 

The message appealed to all 
peace-loving nations to end the 
war and help find settlements for 
the Gulf crisis and the Palestine 
issue, and urged all Islamic coun- 
tries to shoulder their responsibil- 
ity towards their brothers in Iraq. 

The message said that the 
T Yimrian parliament was follow- 
ing the developments in the Gulf 
ami will seek joint efforts with 
Arab partiameuts and Arab and 
African and international orga- 
nisations to halt the devastating 
war so as to pave the ground for 
peace based on justice. 


Kingdom receives 
$165m EC grant 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan has received 
about S165 million from the 
European Community (EC) — as 
part of assistance to offset the 
losses the Kingdom suffered as a 
result of its adherence to interna- 
tional sanctions against Iraq. 

The amount — equivalent to 
120 million European Currency 
Units (ECUs) — represents 80 
per cent of European Commis- 
sion grant allocated to Jordan for 
1991. The relevant agreement 
was signed earlier this month. 

“The rest of the pledged assist- 
ance will be released as soon as a 
major portion of the 120 ECUs is 
utilised.” said Christian Falkows- 
ki, the delegate in Amman. 

According to the aid agree- 
ment, the assistance could be 
used to finance imports of all 
commodities and equipment ex- 
.cept luxury items and military 
ware by both private and public 
sectors from EC member states. 

The Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) has already received the 
cash transfer, CBJ officials said 
Monday. 

The condition that the aid 
should be used only for imports 
from EC member states should 
not pose a problem for Jordan 
since 70 per cent of its imports 
come from die Community, eco- 
nomists noted. 

Mr. Falkowski rejected sugges- 
tions in the media that the Com- 
munity might follow the example 
of Washington and review its aid 
to the kingdom as ‘punishment' 
for what is perceived as Amman’s 
support for Iraq in the Gulf war. 

“Our assistance is extended to 
Jordan to compensate for its los- 
ses resulting from its observance 
of the sanctions against Iraq.” be 
said. “There is no other consid- 
eration whatsover. The aid is 
totally non-political.” 

Japan, another major donor to 
Jordan, has also affirmed that it 
has no intention to reconsider its 
aid and loan commitments to the 
Kingdom. 

Mr. Falkowski and other West- 
ern diplomats have said that they 
were fully satisfied that Jordan 
was strictly abiding by the sanc- 
tions against Iraq, imposed in 
August following the Iraqi inva- 
sion of Kuwait. 

They also said that Europe is 
very keen in ensuring continued 
stability and security m Jordan. 

"Jordan has always been a 
moderating factor in the Middle 
East and any serious harm to its 


economic stability would definite- 
ly have immediate consequences 
on the delicate political equilib- 
rium in the reigon,” according to 
a senior European diplomat. 

The EC aid to Jordan comes as 
special financial assistance to 
make up for the Kingdom's losses 
as a result of its compliance with 
the sanction on Iraq, its major 
trading partner until the invasion. 

European diplomats have also 
said that they understand Jor- 
dan’s precarious economic posi- 
tion and, expressed tacit approval 
of the Kingdom's oil imports 
from Iraq in lieu of Baghdad’s 
debts to Amman. 

Iraq's debts to Jordan stood at 
S310 million in August 1990, and 
Baghdad had been repaying S12 
million in monthly instalments. 

But Washington argues other- 
wise and is not wilUng to accept 
that the sanctions committee had 
okayed Jordan's oil imports from 
Iraq. And tt was one of the initial 
reasons given by the Bush admi- 
nistration for repeated attacks on 
Jordanian oil tankers on the main 
Iraq-Jordan highway. 

However, Washington's “re- 
view" of S55 million in aid to 
Jordan for fiscal year 1990-1991 
came after Washington inter- 
preted a speech by His Majesty 
King Hussein last week as an 
open declaration of support for 
Iraq. 

Jordan has rejected this con- 
tention and said that its call for an 
end to the Gulf war and a peace- 
ful resolution of the conflict did 
not indicate any shift from its firm 
position of neutrality. 

With the receipt of the EC aid. 
the total assistance the Kingdom 
has received or been pledged in 
response to its request for com- 
pensation went up to $1,150 bil- 
lion; this includes $700 million in 
soft-term loans from Japan, $235 
million from Germany, 538 mil- 
lion from Italy, $23 million from 
Canada. $20 million from France, 
and $18 million from the Nether- 
lands. ' 

Aid has also come from 
Sweden, Belgium, Denmark and 
Taiwan. 

In the short term, external aid 
will be used to boost Jordan’s 
foreign exchange reserves and 
help the country's balance of 
payments. But His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan has 
repeatedly said that long-term 
programmes *■' ^uld be in place 
by the year 1992 to address the 
Kingdom’s basic economic prob- 
lems. 


Public transportation gains popularity Ortega 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Government 
--' ^decision to restrict the use of 
■ ^private cars in order to save 
; gasoline taken earlier this month 
■■ './has boosted the operations of the 
; ’^Public Transport Corporation 
>'. JTC) prom p t i ng it to put into 
rr>‘«e 50 new buses to carry the 
-vstra passengers, according to 
? *TC Director-General Suleiman 
M Habahbeh. 

In a statement to the Jordan 
''lews Agency, Petra, ‘Habahbeh 
fid that since the outbreak of the 
<ulf war only 30 per cent of the 
.. ipacity of PTC buses — which 
4»er routes in Amman and link 
capital with a number of 
Unrounding towns — .estimated 
v have been operative. But two 
^seks after the application of the 
„'!W government measure the 
,'ite rose to 50 per cent. 

; ; A number of changes had to be 
■?'. traduced to tire bus routes. As 
as the 50 newly acquired 
W hides, the PTC also took 
>arges of 50 buses from the 
^rdan Express T ourist and 
k-ansport Company (JETT) and 
■j buses from Royal Jordanian 
under special agreements, 

1 bahbeh noted. 

ji le said that once the changes 


were introduced and die new 
additional buses were put into 
use, congestion of passengers — 
as witnessed in the first few days 
— h** vahished and procedures 
are going smothly and without 
complications, Habahbeh noted. 

However, other matters re- 
lated to transport and the PTC 
are still pending solution by the 
Minis try of Transport, although 
the PTC management continues 
to take citizens' remarks and find* 
solutions for any problems that 
might occur, Habahbeh said. 

According to the PTC chief, 
PTC buses reach Salt, 2^rqa, 
Madaba. Mabes and Ruseifa in 
addition to the capital and its 
outlying regions. 

Habahbeh said Ire could not 
predict any further increase in the 

number of buses along these 
routes but attention was now 
focused on improving transport 
services within the Amman re- * 
gion itself and covering all routes 
in a more regular manner. 

Upon introducing the recent 
regulations allowing private cars 

to run on alternate days, the 
government said that the move 
was expected to save up to 35 per 


cent of the total normal fuel 
consumption. 

Ministry of Energy and Miner- 
al Resources official declined to 
give any figures about the 
amounts of gasoline and other oQ 
products saved, but noted that 
daily reports about the situation 
wer being sent to the prime minis- 
ter’s office . 

Jordan introduced the mea- 
sure, which affects 175,000 cars. 


following the bombing raids on 
the oil tanker trucks bringing 
crude oQ from Iraq resulting in 
the destruction of 31 tracks and 
the death of at least 14 people 
including drivers. 

Not only did the public opt for 
the FTC buses to commute to 
work, out road accidents were 
reported by the traffict depart- 
ment to have dropped by nearly 
one half. 


New tanker to bring 
Yemeni oil next week 


AMMAN (Agencies) — Jordan 
is sending a newly purchased 
tanker to collect 100,CNX) tonnes 
of crude oil Yemen to make 
up for die expected shortage re- 
sulting from reduced supplies 
from Iraq, according to senior 
officials here Monday. 

The decision to purchase the 
oil tanker was taken at a cabinet 
meeting on Feb. 5 the day when a 
new measure tx> ration gasoline 
went into effect, allowing private 
cars to run on alternate days to 
help save at least 35 per cent of 


the total oil consumption. 

According to Jordanian offi- 
cials quoted by Renter news 
agency a letter of credit has been 
opened with Yemen to buy the oil 
at market rates. The ship, which 
will be loaded in the next five or 
she days, is expected to be sta- 
tioned permanently at Aqaba 
port to serve as a storage vessel. 

The g o v e rnm e nt opted to buy 
the od tanker and secure ofl from 
sources other than Iraq following 
’ tire allied bombing raids on oil \ 
tanker trucks along the route. 


AMMAN (Petra) — ForrneT 
Nicaraguan President Daniel 
Ortega left Amman Monday after 
a several-day visit to Jordan dur- 
ing which he met His Majesty 
King Hussein. 

Ortega, who heads the Interna- 
tional Movement for Peace, has 
announced in Amman recently a 
six-point proposal to solve the 
Gulf crisis and bring to an end the 
hostilities in tlje region. 

The proposal calls on the 
Security Council to authorise the 
Secretary General to announce 
his readiness to dispatch U.N. 
observers to witness the imple- 
mentation process of the solution 
launched with Baghdad's 
announcement of its intention to 
withdraw from Kuwait. It adds 
that territorial disputes between 
Iraq and Kuwait must be settled 
in accordance with the rules of 
international law. 

As soon as the peace process 
begins, all foreign forces de- 
ployed in the Gulf since Aug. 2 
will leave in a time frame not 
exceeding the time of their de- 
ployment, the proposal states. 
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INSPECTION: Her Royal Highness Princess 
Rasma Monday toured civil defence and voluntary 
groups centres in the Zarqa and Amman governo- 
rates and inspected various arrangements taken by 
their members to deal with any emergency. Accom- 
panied by the Zarqa governor and other officials 
from the ministries of health and education, the 
Princess called at girls schools and met leaders of 
girl guide movements who are contributing to the 
general effort and heard a briefing on the measures 
taken by students to deal with evacuation of resi- 


dents, rescue operations, fire fighting and first aid 
services. The Princess praised those in charge of 
these operations and said she was impressed with 
the zeal displayed by the youth of Jordan to offer 
service to their country in time of need. The 
princess who is president of the Jordanian Scouts 
Movement, heard a briefing by the directors of 
scouts and girl guides movements on the various 
voluntary activities in schools and readiness to offer 
services to the local community in emergency 
hours. 


Pakistan and Turkey stop 
visits by parliamentarians 


By Elia NasraUah 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A trip to Pakistan 
and Turkey by a joint Jordanian- 
Palestinian delegation was 
aborted Monday, only hours be- 
fore it was scheduled to start, 
when the Pakistani and Turkish 
governments apologised for not 
being able to receive its mem- 
bers. 

Member of the Palestinian 
team in the delegation, Arafat 
Hijazi,. said that tire delegation, 
which grouped three Jordanians 
and three Palestinians, had to 
ret urn to Amman whilst on its 
way to the airport after learning 
that tire two governments had 
changed their minds about the 
visit. 

“The ambassadors of Pakistan 
and Turkey had visited the Pales- 
tine National Council (PNC) ear- 


lier and warmly welcomed tire 
delegation’s visit to Islamabad 
and Ankara and told the head of 
the Palestinian group, Abdul 
Hamid Al Say eh, that they had 
made arrangements feu the visit,” 
Hijazi said. 

An official statement by the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, said 
that the government of Pakistan 
changed its stand at the last mo- 
ment and added that the visit 
could not take place because 
“Pakistani government officials 
were pre-occupied with previous- 
ly set engagements." 

According to Petra, the Pakis- 
tani and Turkish governments 
had earlier welcomed tire visit by 
the joint delegation which had 
planned to hold meetings wtib 
government officials, parlia- 
mentarians and heads of political 
groups and popular organisations 
to discuss means of halting the 
Gulf war. 


According to Hijazi, the Pakis- 
tani embassy, which had issued 
visas to the Jordanian and Palesti- 
nian members of the delegation, 
said that another daze for the visit 
would later be fixed. 

But according to Hijazi, the 
Turkish embassy here declined to 
issue visas to the Palestinian 
members, and the Jordanian side 
decided not to go in solidarity 
with the rest of the delegation 
members. 

The delegation was scheduled 
to have spent three days in Pakis- 
tan before taking another three- 
day trip to Ankara, Hijazi said in 
a statement to the Jordan Times. 

The Jordanian team in tire joint 
delegation was to be headed by 
Dr. Ishaq Al Farhan and to in- 
clude Dr. Ah Faqir. and Fuad 
Khalafat, while the Palestinian 
team which was led by Sheikh 
Sayeh included Abbas Zaki and 
Mr. Hijazi. 


UNDRO needs more supplies 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The United 
Nations Disaster and Relief 
Organisation (UNDRO) says 
that it faces a shortage in tents 
and home utensils required for 
the evacuee camps set up in 
Jordan although other facilities 
are available. 

UNDRO office director here 
Hans Einhaus said in a statement 
to the Jordan News Agency. Pet- 
ra, that the question of shortages 
will be included in a report he 
plans to submit to the UNDRO 
head office in Geneva, noting 
also other aspects related to the 
accommodation of the evacuees. 

Einhaus, who said he was leav- 
ing for Geneva Tuesday and re- 


turning by the weekend, noted 
that since the outbreak of the 
Gulf war on Jan. 17 his organisa- 
tion dealt with 24,500 evacuees of 
different nationalities who con- 
verged on the camps 'set up in 
Jordan with help from the Jorda- 
nian government. 

The report also voices appre- 
ciation to the Jordanian govern- 
ment and the various internation- 
al organisations for their coopera- 
tion to offer accommodation to 
the evacuees fleeing the Gulf 
zone and arranging for their re- 
patriation. 

While U.N. organisations pro- 
vided funds to finance the opera- 
tions the Jordanian government 


offered health, transport and 
other facilities, Einhaus noted. 

He said that the report outlines 
the operations of the various 
U.N. organisations in the country 
and the amounts of contributions 
offered to these organisations to 
carry out humanitarian services. 
Einhaus said that he expects an 
increase in the number of eva- 
cuees in the coming stage of the 
war and said that arrangements 
are being made with Royal Jorda- 
nian (RJ) to organise weekly 
flights to Cairo. Lamaca, Lon- 
don. Muscat, Paris, Tripoli, 
Rome, Tunis and Vienna to help 
in the process of repatriating eva- 
cuees. 
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Ministry Of Information 


Opens 


Press Infer* nation 


& Liaison Office 


At 


AMMAN PLAZA 


Hotel 

The office is manned by an official from the Ministry of Information. 

It offers the following services to the National and International Press Corps: 

(1 ) Facilitate Press Permits. 

Liaise and coordinate the activities of the foriegn Networks within Jordan. 
Availability of Direct International Telephone Lines, Telex and Facsimile 
Lines, also International magazines and Newspapers. 

A Reuter News terminal. 


( 2 ) 

(3) 


J4) 

T he Plaza Hotel offers a special 
package to members of Press Corps 
where accommodation and full Buffet 
breakfast are available at special rates 
along with a Lounge Suite where 
Complimentary Beverages are served. 



For further information please contact; 
AMMAN PLAZA HOTEL 
TEL:674111 Extn.6048 FAX:962_6_674261 


Tmsthouse Forte Hotds 
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Gorbachev’s new 
plan can make the 
difference 


HAVING HELD crucial and “constructive” talks in 
Moscow, Iraqi Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz and 
Deputy Prime Minister Saadoun Hammadi went back 
to Baghdad yesterday carrying with them a Soviet plan 
for peace in the Gulf. The fact that the two Iraqi 
leaders have carried back to Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein a definitive peace formula for the Gulf crisis 
suggests there is now room for guarded optimism that 
Baghdad’s Friday announcement accepting U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 660 is bearing fruit after 
all. The direct involvement of President Mikhail 
Gorbachev in the search for a genuine peace process to 
resolve the Kuwaiti conflict signifies that Moscow not 
only views the situation with greater gravity now, but 
also shares with Iraq and Iran growing fears about 
continued Western military presence in the Gulf in the 
future. 

There is little doubt that the Soviet Union has 
become more aware by the day of the implications of 
destroying Iraq and rendering it unstable. The geog- 
raphical proximity of Iraq to the southern border of 
the Soviet Union, and the fact that most of southern 
republics in the country are already hotbeds for 
turmoil and secessionist movements that tbe West is 
accused of fomenting, must have prompted the Soviet 
leadership to move to contain what can be seen as a 
grand conspiracy being hatched by certain Western 
capitals. Besides, Moscow is fa&running out of friends 
and allies in the world and when its southern flank 
becomes threatened by an unrestrained Western milit- 
ary and political presence, it has to act and promptly 
so. It can be assumed, and safely perhaps, that the 
package deal that President Mikhail Gorbachev has 
transferred to his Iraqi counterpart contains addition- 
al elements that provide opportunities for Moscow to 
act swiftly on protecting its strategic interests. The 
Soviet Union wants to stay in the big league and now is 
the time for it to show that it can still call some shots in 
the international arena. Accordingly Moscow would 
also seek a role for itself in tackling other disputes of 
the Middle East, especially the Arab-Israeli conflict. 
The Soviet Union needs to score successes in its 
diplomacy and the Gulf crisis offers it a grand 
opportunity to do just that. It remains to be seen 
whether the Gorbachev plan is balanced enough for 
Iraq to accept it. We surely hope that this is where the 
missing link for peace in the Gulf will be found. 


A synthesis for peace 


BY REJECTING the Iraqi initiative to settle the Gulf crisis, the 
foreign ministers of Egypt, Syria and the Gulf states have thus 
expressed their rejection of a formula aiming at repatriating the 
Kuwaitis, the Palestinians and the inhabitants of South Lebanon, 
said AJ Ra’i Arabic daily. biJ-.i. the rejection which these 
foreign ministers expressed in Cairo last week, offers a service to 
world Zionism which has long desired to see their occupation of 
Palestinian land endorsed and approved by the Arab states, the 
paper noted. U.S. Secretary of State James Baker immediately 
expressed his delight over the foreign ministers' derision because 
America's views are being supported by certain Arab countries, 
not only with regard to Iraq, but also in relation to Washington's 
future plans for the region, the paper continued. It said that these 
Arab countries’ stand means simply that the United States can 
count on its Arab allies and agents once the time has come to 
impose the so-catted "new world order" which in reality means 
maintaining U.S.-Israeli hegemony on the Arab World. The 
United States which conspired with Israel to formulate the Camp 
David Accords, is now intent on implementing the aggreement 
which can best serve world Zionism's interests, said the paper. 
The paper called for a holy war to be waged by Muslim nations 
against the U.S. -Zionist-all iance, and against America’s Arab 
agents whose declared intention is to subdue tbe Arab nation to 
the will and the desire of the United States and its strategic ally in 
the Middle East. 

A columnist in A1 Ra’i daily Monday comments on the role which 
the Soviet Union can play in the peace process and the benefits it 
can reap as a result. Jumaa Hammad says that Moscow carries a 
real international weight and can play a role designed to achieve 
peace no less powerful than the U.S. onslaught; and can balance 
the ongoing aggression with a serious thrust towards re- 
establishing world peace based on justice. Such peace, the writer 
notes, serves the Soviet Union itself since Moscow does not wish 
to see America’s influence expanding to reach Soviet borders; and 
should Soviet bids bear fruit, Moscow’s former status as of 
champion of world peace will be restored. Furthermore, by 
halting the ongoing aggression on Iraq, Moscow would appease 
the numerous Soviet Islamic republics whose leaders had been 
voicing concern over the continued air raids on their brother 
Muslims in Iraq, says Hammad. He also draws attention to the 
fact shat the Soviet military have been exerting pressure on 
Gorbachev to stop the war, voicing real concern over tbe course 
of events in the region and demanding that Moscow re-examine 
its position. By intervening to achieve peace, the writer says, 
Moscow can achieve benefits no less important than those that 
serve the interests of the Arab World. 


By Dr. Shamil Knbba 

THE RECENT statement by 
the Iraqi Revolutionary Coun- 
cil that Iraq was willing to 
comply with United Nations 
Resolution 660 providing cer- 
tain conditions are met, is an 
encouraging development, and 
marks the first time since the 
early days of Iraq's invasion of 
Kuwait that the Iraqi lead- 
ership has accepted the princi- 
ple of withdrawal. However, 
the Iraqi communique once 
again highlights the large gap 
that exists between the warring 
parties - a gap which must be 
bridged before any true and 
honourable trace can be im- 
plemented. 

Many peace initiatives have 
recently been put forward in an 
attempt to achieve a means of 
stopping the carnage taking 
place in Iraq and Kuwait. Most 
blueprints like that of Pakis- 
tan’s Prime Minister, Nawaz 
Sharif, were designed more to 
placate local frustration than to 
seek real solutions. They are 
naive and/or unrealistic in their 
content, with no serious 
attempt to examine the conflict 
with the impartiality needed. 
They were thus doomed to 
failure, even before the ink 
had a chance to dry. 

In searching for a peace sce- 
nario acceptable to the Iraqi 
leadeiship and President Sad- 
dam Hussein in particular, a 
proposal must consist of a 
strategy that addresses the 
legitimate grievances and 
claims of the Iraqis which most 
proposals found convenient to 
ignore. Many initiatives left no 
incentive for withdrawal or re- 
conciliation, leaving one to 
wonder of the sponsor’s inten- 
tions. As Crown Prince Hassan 
rightly pointed out during a 
‘Face the Nation' interview, 
“Iraq would never surrender. 
When the United States says 
no face-saving, no linkage, no 
negotiations, and then un- 
leashes this tremendous force 
of destruction, capitulation is 
simply not of the Iraqi style, 
nor is it the Iraqi leadership 
style.” 

We are constantly reminded 
by the Iraqi leadeiship that any 
draft plan needs to include 
Certain fundamental elements 
without which no peace pro- 
cess is posable. This is not only 
for saving face, or to ensure 


the Iraqi government’s survival 
but also to ensure an honour- 
able solution that wfl] satisfy 
the minimum goals and aspira- 
tions of the Iraqi people. Addi- 
tional ancillary elements could 
complement these essentials, 
thereby making the peace 
package more comprehensive 
and appealing, thus increasing 
its chances of success. This 
suggests that any master-plan 
that is drawn up should consist 
of two main sections, that con- 
taining the essential elements 
and another containing the 
supplementary ones. 

Elements essentia] to any 
peace treaty would have to 
include the following: 

That Iraq's ownership of the 
Rurnatfa oil fields be pubiidy 
acknowledged. However, since 
neither the Kuwaitis dot tbe 
British really dispute this fact, 
one is not asking much. The 
reality of the situation is that 
until August of last year, the 
Kuwaitis have continuously 
and systematically been in- 
fringing Iraq’s sovereignty by 
illegally and deviously drilling 
diagonal wells into the Iraqi 
side of the border and pocket- 
ing the money themselves. Iraq 
has on several occasions tried 
to dissuade the Kuwaitis from 
pursuing this practice but with- 
out success. 


Iraq be granted sovereignty 
over tbe two islands, Babiy an 
and Warbah, either as an out- 
right gift or on a long term 
lease, thereby affording Iraq a 
suitable outlet for its oil and 
trade, particularly since it pre- 
viously conceded half the dis- 
puted Shat al Arab waterway 
to Iran shortly after its invasion 
of Kuwait. 

A sincere attempt by tbe 
West and the United States in 
particular to address the 
Palestiman/IsraelJ problem in 
Che context of a comprehensive 
peace in the Middle East. The 
hype permeated by the Israelis 
that the perpetuation of Israeli 
control of Arab territory is 
necessary for strategic depth to 
ensure their security has been 
totally disproved. In an age 
where war is becoming in- 
creasingly dominated by high 
technology and where long- 
range ballistic missiles are 
playing an increasingly pivotal 
role, strategic depth has lost its 
value. It seems more logical 
therefore, for the Israelis to 
seek peace than maintain their 
state of war which only feeds 
the hostility of Arabs and Mus- 
lims everywhere. The world 
must use a single measure; 
double standards need to be 
shed aside. 

Because of the intense dis^ 


taste for the Sabah family by 
many Arabs and Muslims, it is 
unlikely that tbe Iraqi lead- 
ership will accept their rein- 
statement. Free elections 
should be held within say, six 
months of a cease fire to help 
solve this very thorny problem. 
As arrangement can be arrived 
at with any -elected govern- 
ment to safeguard the billions 
of dollars currently invested in 
the West. 

Already much dissenaon is 
surfacing amongst the Kuwaiti 
opposition who accuse the 
Kuwaiti government-in-exile 
of reneging on their initial 
pledge to restore parliament, 
dissolved in 1986 as well as the 
1962 constitution. Former 
speaker of the Kuwait national 
assembly, Ahmed Al Sa’adoon 
who is also leader of the 
opposition, points out that if 
the desposed Sabah family is 
returned to power, a martial 
law government will be set up 
instead. Moreover, tbe Sabah 
famil y has taken over control 
of the Kuwait Investment Co. 
which has foreign assets of 
over $.120 billion and which is 
helping to finance the U.S.-led 
coalition against Iraq. 

Needless to say, few Arab 
leaders or people in the Arab 
world share any love for the 
Sabah family and their depar- 


ture from the political spec- 
trum will not be missed - in fact 
it would be most welcome and 
should be encouraged. The 

Sabahs are looked upon as 
. deceitful, grossly arrogant and 
self-indulgent rulers, with little 
compassion or earnest desire 
to serve either their own popu- 
lace or that of Ac Arab Nation 
at large. 

Additional ancillary ele- 
ments to create a more com- 
prehensive package could in- 
clude: 

_ Withdrawal of all foreign 
troops from the Gulf within a 
specified time-table. President 
Bush and Prime Minister Ma- 
jors have always m ai nt ai ne d 
that allied troops will leave tbe 
region as soon as the war is 
over. Arab or United Nations 
troops in the role of a security 
or buffer force (where a nation 
feels threatened) could then be 
invited to the region to replace 
them. 

An effort be made to resolve 
the great disparity between 
wealthy nations such as Saudi 
Arabia and tbe Gulf sheik- 
doms, and the poorer non-oil 
producing nations such as Jor- 
dan, Sudan, Tunisia and Soma- 
lia. One method may be for the 
setting up of an Islamic fund 
for development and recon- 
struction which could be fi- 


Golden opportunity for West in Iraqi offer 


By Abdullah Hasanat 

THE U.S. response to Iraq's 
Feb. 15 initiative is an indica- 
tion of either shear s tupidity on 
the part of the U.S. leadership 
or a predetermined intent to 
really destroy Iraq as many 
people contend. 

Why stupid? Because the 
U.S. and its allies, basically the 
West, have a golden opportun- 
ity in the Iraqi initiative to 
achieve most of their declared 
objectives. They would have 
“liberated” Kuwait, secured 
their oil interests, brought ab- 
out the long-desired-for peace 
in tbe region, and maintained 
tbe Western “way of life.” One 
additional, very important 
advantage for accepting, .tbe 
Iraqi officer, is that the West, 
particularly the U.S., .would 



U.N. ready to help 

To the Editor: 

I have read with great interest the article on page three of 
Monday's issue of the Jordan Times, entitled “UNDRO chief says 
U.N. may compensate families of air raid victims.” and appreciate 
very much your reporting on the humanitarian relief efforts 
provided by* the U.N. system to evacuees and refugees. 

In order io avoid any misunderstandings. 1 should however 
note that I did not speak of any U.N. compensation for families of 
war victims, but stressed that the U.N. may consider any request 
from the government of Jordan for help to returnees in addition 
to its humanitarian assistance provided to third country evacuees. 

I shall also point out that I referred to the Geneva conventions 
as providing for protection of the civilian population during 
armed conflicts and not the U.N. charter. 

Hans Einhaus. 

Senior United Nations 

Emergency Manager in Jordan. 

America’s dilemma 


To the Editor: 

IN the letters to the editor page of the reputable American 
newspaper, the Boston Globe, a letter was published that showed 
innocence, concern and above all confusion. My pwn confusion, 
however, centred around its publication as many comments, 
viewpoints and analysis do not see the light of day in the “free" 
American press. Any criticism of Israel, even if reasonable 
constructive, comes under serious scrutiny by the editor who 
invariably opts to censoring such articles. This letter showed 
growing awareness among Americans to the unreasonable alliance 
between the USA and the state of Israel. The blind support Israel 
constantly demands and claims can no longer pass unnoticed. The 
letter went to say: 

“It makes one wonder why the U.S. tax-payer must continue to 
pour S3 billion a year into a small country. What do we get out of 
it? Surely we’re not trying to win Israel over to ‘our side.’ Israel is 
already there. Are we trying to rebuild their economy, or help 
them overcome some recent disaster? Just what is all this money 
for? If it cannot be stopped, then I suggest we seriously consider 
making Israel our 51st state. If we’re going to support Israel, then 
we should have a say in how it is run." 

Let us focus our attention to the Iraq-Iran Gulf war. This was a 
war between two countries that were not exactiv sympathetic to 
the U.S. There was increased tension in both countries as it 
became evident there was U.S. “indirect and covert involvement 
and interference in this war. Electronic and satellite intelligence 
(later claimed to have been supplied intentionally erroneous i.e. 
doctored) was given to both Iraq and Iran. This led to the 
extended duration of this war with enhanced human casualties and . 
tremendous material destruction. By playing both sides, the U.S. 
was making its diplomats and ordinary Americans vulnerable to 
reprisals. It was also fuelling the anti-American sentiments in both 
countries with marked militancy and fundamentalism in the 
Middle East as a whole. This was clearly not serving the best 
interests of the U.S. particularly on long-term policy basis. 

According to John Ranelagh in his book “The Agency: The Rise 
and Decline of the CIA.” 

“American interests were in fact done great harm by the war 


have reached a settlement 
without shedding any more 
European and American blood 
or wasting more U.S. tax- 
payer money. 

If the U.S. had agreed to a 
ceasefire and opted for peace, 
U.S. troops could go borne 
sooner, not necessarily in body 
bags, the U.S. president’s 
popularity would soar, and the 
Soviet Union, apparently ab- 
out to reverse course, would be 
kept neutral. By pursuing war 
still farther, the U.S. lead- 
ership stands to lose its credi- 
bility. be labelled a liar, 
and incur the wrath erf Arab 
and Muslim masses for ever. 
Since tbe declared objective of 
the war, Iraqi withdrawal from 
Kuwait, .could; be. achieved 
w i t h out continuation of -the, 
carnage, then the -war itself. 


which is against humanitarian 
law, wfll no longer be an 
acceptable tool of conducting 
relations with this region. 
Iraq’s offer cannot be merely 
dismissed as a “hoax.” The 
Iraqi leadership, after much 
destruction and bloodshed, has 
a genuine in terest in peace. 

In addition to the liberation 
of Kuwait, the U.S. has 
achieved most of its other 
objectives: a presence in the 
region, a say in its future and a 
secured <d flow. The U.S. can 
even reverse the tide of resent- 
ment and hatred for the U.S. 
among the Arab and MmtKm 
peoples by simultaneously 
working for a settlement to tbe 
Arab-Israeli conflict, and for a 
better dfat o b u tion of wealth in 
the. region... .By taking Iraq’s 
offer for democracy in Kuwait, 


LETTERS 


and by U.S. involvement. Israeli, not American, interests were 
better served by the continuation of the Gulf war. If both Iran and 
Iraq bleed themselves dry in a war, the principal winner is Israel.” 

This is one example of this absurd behaviour whereby Israel's 
interests always superceded America's own national security 
interests. Awareness to this among Americans is growing, we 
hope! 

It is important to note here that Israel concentrated constantly 
on weaving itself in tbe fabric of U.S. policy-making apparatus. It 
understood the importance of this and wanted to ensure that Israel 
shall never be discarded. It employed many tactics and moved 
many resources. It dominated lobby and interest groups. It ■ 
controlled the media, through American Jews, of course. It 
destroyed the chances of leadership roles among many concerned 
good Americans. It bought conscience as it fed hatred to Arabs. It 
ridiculed those who dared to protest and labelled them racist and 
anti-Semitic. And above all, Israelis showed apparent willingness 
to work for U.S. objectives after they have controlled the factors 
that would eventually result in constant service to Israel’s 
objectives and interests. 

It is interesting to note in this context that while the U.S. 
showed little patience with any signs of discontent to U.S. policy 
by its Arab partners and friendly nations, it tolerated all actions of 
defiance and even deceipt and treachery by Israel. It was apparent 
that Israel trusted no one, and this complex attitude led to many 
abhorrent acts against its saviour and mentor, the United States of 
America. Israel used American aid to buy information, use 
people, gather intelligence reports, recruit officials, and employ 
spies against the U.S. itself. Tbe Pollard case is probably not the 
last living example to this. Pollard took large boxes of classified 
documents from the Pentagon and delivered them to Israeli agents 
of the Mossad (the Israeli Intelligence Agency). These documents 
contained very serious information about U.S. defences. Howev- 
er, after Pollard’s arrest. Israel simply apologised for this spying 
and labelled it “unauthorised." It claimed this was unknown to 
anyone in the Israeli cabinet. George Shultz, then U.S. secretary 
of state, and a great servant of Israel’s many and varied interests, 
accepted the apology with “great understanding.” 

He covered-up the whole incident and claimed a month later 
that Israel had returned all stolen documents. The irony remained 
that after this matter was “closed." the U.S. resumed sharing 
intelligence with Israel in all fields, on all levels, and in an 
enhanced capacity. The U.S. was truly “masochistic” in nature! 

The more Israel harmed and betrayed the U.S., the more the latter 
drew satisfaction in maintaining strategic links and alliance with 
tbe “traitor.” Meanwhile, good Americans remained dormant! 

The current war in the Gulf is the last in the series of Israeli 
interests best served by American involvement. This is a war 
masterminded by Israel, financed largely by Arabs, carried out on 
Arab land, fought by an American-Westero-Arab coalition, and 
drawing to a conclusion that best serves Israel. I could never think 
of a better, more satisfying theatrical script than this one that 
Israel wrote. Its success though, has centred around the naivety of 
the good Americans and the gullibility of the remaining few. The 
forces of evil dominated the U.S. decision-making process. 
Americans are being killed, American interests destroyed, and 
anti-American sentiments rising to alarming levels. And all for the 
benefit of one — the wicked state of Israel. It is interesting to note 
that this war is fought in the pretence of liberating Kuwait (Iraq’s 
so called 19th province) virile the true motives are to protect Israel 
and succumb to the interest of this 51st state. 

It is nice to sleep as this rests the body. It is nicer to deep-sleep 
as this rests the soul and initiates dreams. But. nicest of all is to 
wake-up as this reminds one he is still alive. Good Americans have 
slept deeply for too long and dreamt of this “evil” to simply wash 


the Americans could even go 
farther and encourage demo- 
cratic movements in the re- 
gion, if that is what die Amer- 
icans truly want. AH these, and 
more, are the advantages that 
an early end to the war could 
bring to the region. The UJ5. . 
has a chance in tins experience 
that will probably never pre- 
sent itself again. The choice Is 
dean the U.S. can either opt 
for peace, comprehensive 
peace for the region, and 
therefore win Muslim, Arab 
and Jewish hearts, or alterna- 
tively it can opt fra continuing 
war and by the end of it have 
all foe region bailing in anger 
and hatred for the West and its 
American leadership. 

Tbe writer is on tbe staff 

ipf.tpc Jordan Times. 


nanced from oQ revenue in- 
come, say by the allocation of 
15_20 per cent ofthe oil re- 
venue of rich nations for this 
purpose. Such a contribution 
to the less well-to-do nations.: 
will not only assist in tiwfr 
development, gradually adding 
cohesion to the Arab Nation , 
and the region as a whole, but 
it would afro help ease mndi of 

the entrenched anger that has;- 
been fermenting over the yean 
by these deprived people. It. 

• would moreover, go a long way 
in helping to alleviate the eco- - 
domic and social injustice the 
people of these non-oil produc- 
ing countries are enduring. 

America and its allies should 
pled ge fi nancial and tec hni c a l - 
assistance towards the immedi- 
ate reconstruction of Iraq and: 
Kuwait, for which they bear 
total responsibility. Forth- 
erinore, a separate fond should , . 
be set up to compensate the 
families of innocent civilians. 
HTle d in the war or who had 
their property damaged or des- 
troyed. These would indude 
Iraqis, Kuwaitis, Saadis, and 
Israelis and others. The 
Palestinians should also, be L 
compensated for the atrocities, 
committed by the Israelis since 
1948. ^ 

Dedaring the Middle East 
(including Iraq and Israel) ..a: 
mass destruction-free zone/ 
thus requiring the remoyaljqf 
all weapons of mass destine^ 
tion from the region, indiudioy* 
nuclear, bacteriological' an” 
biological weapons! Israe^ano, 
other countries mtist . be^jf 
duced to sign such anotfarofif- , 
eration treaty. -To .gggwpf 
Israel from evokmgthe^eau- 
ity pretext for her. 

America and/or. b^'!agg»££an . 
sign a formal 
with Israel to 

security wj^ ^^^^^ hally 
latest trip 

Foreign Nfe^^T%eq"Ariz, 
will have beeaafile to convince 
President^Htfrail Gorbachev . 
to sean&^fedl^tesB '-for a just 
solution, (^ thing we must 
never forget In war nobody 
wins and the alternative to an 
honourable solution is no sofa- 
tion at all. .i7_i 
r jZhe writer zfcjn Jraqi.autfior' - 
ai&i, architect, Jf^pwtnTyotcd^. 
the above article to me Jordan 
Times. 


away. It is time to wake up and rid America of this cancer — the 
Jewish influence that serves no one, but the state of Israel. 
Because, if not, you may as well call it the 51st state, and rest in 
peace. Good lack, good Americans! 

Izzat Dajani, 

, Amman. 

Hit them where it hurts 

.To the Editor: 

Accepting foe fact that Jordan is not in the good books of the West 
due to its nationalistic and neutral position, there is every reason 
that Jordan would still face further p ress u r e s and even (fired 
attacks an the country's national interests. 

Many Jordanians are continuing to keep their savings outside the 
Kingdom. 

Though, I am not trying to interfere with the people’s personal 
matters. I stifi would fike to advise these people that there are alternatives 
to placing Arab money in countries Hwt dearly desire our 
destruction and spend endless days and nights planning our future 
for us. 

I would fike these people to consider taking their money out of 
Britain, America, France, and any other country that targets ns. 

The alternative should be to place their money in Jordanian 
banks. If that did not satisfy their security needs then they can 
place their money in an Arab bank either in Switzerland or a better 
choke Austria; basically a neutral c ountry . 

Austria is a neutral country by constitution and its banking laws 
are generally speaking better than those of Switzerland. 

I am not advertising Austrian or any Arab h ank. Rather urging I am 
taking Arab money out erf foe countries that have targeted us. 

Just Hke the West . has frozen aU the accounts of Iraq and Iran in 
tbe put, Jordan could also be treated in Hik wiaimq - frw wry 
pathetic reason they may see fit. 

The best weapon for not being beaten is by being prepa r ed . 

No matter how great or how tittle the value of Jordanian savinra 

abroa d is, the message will be strong enough. 

Wc lave to remember that placing our money in the enemies' 
hands gives them foe power to play around with us and mat- xm 
kneeL So let’s fake our money out of their banks now while we can. 

Wgjih Murad, 
Annum, 

Big joke by some Arabs 

To tiie Editor: 

P S* ETSm? 
uSS-f ° f ,r cpi ” g '* Cf “ Ce "1 «<*«-£ 

thai they said would improve security in the Middle Fa ct ffw 
warm foe Gulf ends. Oman reportedly 
mats. wh*h exetaded 

from receiving any Arab financial aid f 0 ™ 4 ™*) 

the FLO tn£ 4 ^excluded 
Post report left me 

meeting in Cairo fexccot for states 

ded^wh^ ( Sw^^ SSSStSft^ not also; 

Salim Abdo, 
Amman. 
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By Daoud Kattab 

JERUSALEM — A new ser- 
vice has sprung up in the occu- 
pied territories with the aim of 
giving comfort to Palestinians. 
"Call and be Comforted" is the 
name of a new hotline that has 
begun since the beginning of 
the Gulf war. Originally 
started by the personal initia- 
tive of a number of psycholog- 
ists from Bethlehem Universi- 
ty, the service has been wide- 
ned and has been taken over 
t>y the Palestinian Counselling 
Centre in Jerusalem. It is now 
running shifts for psychologists 
and social workers from the 
area on a given day a week 
basis. 

Callers to the new hotline 
range from people who do not 


Sponsors hope JTV and radio can help in project 

New call service giving comfort to Palestinians 


know how to wear their gas 
masks to people with questions 
about politics. But. according 
to the sponsors of the program- 
me, the bulk of the calls come 
from parents who have prob- 
lems with frightened children, 
“when the siren is sounded, 
our son clings to his father and 
refuses to let go.” said a caller 
last week. Another caller 
wanted to know how to deal 
with all their children when the 
siren is sounded. "Which child 
am I supposed to prepare with 
the masks first?” she asked. 

The trained mental health 
workers listen to the callers 
and allow them to express all 
their problems. “We don’t in- 
tervene or offer advise until we 
know what exactly is the prob- 
lem," said Fayeq Hussein, the 
head of the administrative 


board at the centre. “Last 
week a young woman called 
from the Hebron area saying 
that she has not seen her fiance 
for weeks because of the cur- 
few and wanted to know how 
he was. We could have stopped 
her at this point and told her to 
contact the Red Cross or the 
municipality who could have 
helped her get a message to her 
fiance. But when we let her 
talk some more we discovered 
that she was having other prob- 
lems at home and the issue of 
her fiance was only a cover," 
The “Call and be Com- 
forted" service began with a 
front page announcement in Al 
Quds daily. Only a phone 
number was listed and people 
were a little suspicious about 
who was behind the project. 
When it was taken over by the 


Palestinian Counselling Centre 
it became easier for the local 
community to deal with since 
the centre, which was founded 
in 1983, was known and was 
accessible. More importantly, 
the organisers of the project 
rejected ideas by Israel Radio 
and Israeli newspapers to give 
them interviews or to use Israel 
Radio to announce some of the 
calls. “We were willing to deal 
with Palestinian institutions 
but not with Israeli ones be- 
cause we would have lost our 
credibility with the people." 
said Rana Nashashibi. a lead- 
ing political figure in the occu- 
pied territories. 

As people became con- 
vinced that the project was a 
legitimate and safe one. the 
centre started to receive calls 
that expressed political con- 


cerns. One young caller asked 
what would happen if Saadam 
Hussein loses. “Will the 
Israelis carry out mass deporta- 
tions against us? What will 
happen between us and the 
Syrians and the Egyptians?” 
Again the listeners tried to 
listen to the concerns, assure 
the caller that his fears are 
legitimate and then went on to 
explain that there are interna- 
tional treaties that deal with 
the situation of people like us 
who are under occupation. 
Another call revealed differ- 
ences in one particular house- 
hold. The mother called com- 
plaining that when the siren is 
sounded her son and husband 
always fight. The son, who 
enthusiastically supports Iraq, 
refuses to wear his gas mask 
while the father, who is more 


concerned about safety and 
less supportive of Iraq, tries to 
force his son to put on his 
protective mask. 

Mental health workers who 
are involved in this project 
admit that they are unable to 
deal with all the problems on 
the phone and that anyway 
only a small percentage of the 
population knows about the 
project and then most Palesti- 
nians have no phones. The 
adverts in the local papers are 
only read in the Jerusalem area 
because of the curfews. Spon- 
sors of the project are looking 
for ways to contact Arab and 
international electronic media 
in order to spread the word 
about the project. They are 
hoping, for example that Jor- 
dan Television and Radio 
would run some of their 


announcements listing their 
phone number. They are also 
hoping that they could get 
Radio Monte Carlo to do the 
same. 

Rana Nashashibi also feels 
that more visual projects are 
necessary. “Our people don’t 
read papers and pamphlets, we 
need to reach them by radio 
and TV.” She said that the 
centre is considering raising 
some funds for small TV prog- 
rammes that deal with situa- 
tions of stress and how to cope 
with them. She hopes that such 
programmes could be run on 
TV and she said that in the 
future there might be plans to 
go to the various Palestinian 
communities with a video and 
a TV playing the tape in addi- 
tion to giving a lecture about 
stress. One idea she has is how 


a family with older children 
can deal with a prolonged 
curfew. 

For the time being, Palesti- 
nian health workers are con- 
tent to answer the phones and 
deal with the problems of peo- 
ple who have access to phones. 
In addition to counselling they 
also have given advice to peo- - 
pie on where to get food am i 
medical services. On som e 
occasions they have taken tf je 
names of needy families ai id 
given them to some of t he 
committees and chariiat tie 
organisations providing ft rod 
and other needy items. 

Daoud Kurtab is a free/, ince • 
Palestinian journalist bast :d ii 7 
Jerusalem. He contribute- d rh e 
above article to the J< yrdsm 
Times. 


£ Gorbachev 

r- (Centhraed from page 1) 

-> “Cant talk about that,” he said 
... after a 65- minute walk on the 

... beach at Kennebunkport, where 

^ be was spending a long holiday 

. . weekend. “Need to get a little 

;■ r more information. 

“I have nothing to say about 
• the Spviet matter.” 

•••;“ Mr. Bush said “a lot of in- 
teresting things are happening” 
but that be did not want to discuss 
“ them. He was to return to 

- Washington later in the day. 

Mr. Fitzwater gave no indica- 
c don the United Stores expected a 
- breakthrough to result from the 
■ -'fj talks. 

-c: He said the allied effort aimed 

" ' at forcing Iraq out of Kuwait was 

' on course and “we’ve been given 

\ ~ no reason to change at this time.” 
t. ;■ Asked whether the timing of a 
.■ I.; ground war might be delayed to 
• . give time to consider the peace 
_ .zz plan, Mr. Fitzwater told repor- 
. ters: “I wouldn't make any 

- . : := r assumptions." 

He said the United States had 
• " T ‘ : i given toe Soviet Union no assur- 
ances that it would delay a' 

ground attack. tc: T 

■ c. Mr. Ftewater raid Soviet Kelp 
•: in getting Iraq out of Kuwait wfcif- 
r • appreciated as long as it led to a 
massive withdrawal without con- 
ditions. 

He said the United States ex- 
pected Moscow to get in touch 
with U.S. officials about the 
peace plan rather Washington 
contacting the Soviets. 

Defence Department officials 
in Washington said U.S. troops 
would continue military opera- 
tions in the Gulf despite the 
Gorbachev initiative. 

A Defence Department official 
said U.S. and allied forces were 
poised for ground and amphi- 
bious assaults that would be “a 
tour de force of American capa- 
bility unlike anything that anyone 
has seen before.” 

“The decision is in the political 
arena,” he said. “We’re ready to 
do whatever die president asks ns 

to do ” 

Mr. Gorbachev has 24 to 36 
hours to persuade Iraq to poll out 
of Kuwait, the Paris daily Le 
Monde quoted informed French 
sources as saying on Monday. 
The newspaper quoted the 
- sources as saying Mr. Gorbachev 
^ had earlier sought 20 days from 


the U.S.-led coalition to secure a 
peaceful Ijaqi withdrawal and 
avert a land war. 

Le Monde said: “Gorbachev 


has 24 hours — 36 at the very 
most — to succeed in his media- 
tion between Baghdad and 
Washington." 


Aziz 


(CoBthmed from page 1) 

Khomeini, was quoted by Tehran 
Radio as saying the United States 
sought to “devour the wealth” of 
the Gulf region. 

“While Iraq has accepted U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 660 
(calling for withdrawal from 
Kuwait) explicitly and without 
any qualms, America by making 
vain excuses and portraying it as 
conditional, continues to perpe- 
trate acts of genocide...” be was 
quoted as saying. . 

Iran’s spiritual leader. Ayatol- 
lah Ali Khamenei, told a group of 
army personnel in Tehran that 
“the United States, Britain, 
France and some other countries 
have concentrated their forces in 
the region to secure their in- 
terests through a war with Iraq.” 
He added that “since they may 
want to safeguard their interests 
in some other form in the future, 
it is necessary for our armed 
forces to remain alert.” - 
A i Tbawra, newspaper of the 


ruling Arab Baath Socialist Party, 
said: “There are high hopes and 
expectations in Moscow that the 
Iraqi-Soviet talks will be a decisive 
turning point between war and 
peace.” 

Military officials in Baghdad 
meanwhile said their troops were 
ready for victory on the battle- 
field. 

Al Qadissiya, the Defence 
Ministry newspaper, said: "The 
army has prepared all necessary 
means and power to make the 
ground war a killing zone and a 
graveyard for all the invaders 
dispatched to the region.” 

As Mr. Aziz met with Mr. 
Gorbachev, Baghdad’s leading 
newspaper said the Moscow talks 
had raised “high hopes” for 
peace. 

The Iraqi media bad no im- 
mediate details on the two-day 
trip to Moscow, nor on the Soviet 
peace proposal which Aziz was to 
bring back to Baghdad? 
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Arabia and other Gulf states and 
Islamic countries should help 
them... until the aggressor with- 
draws his army from Kuwait and 
its government and people return 
to it,” he said. 

Sheikh Abdul Aziz is director- 
general of the departments of 
scientific research, Ifta’ (religious . 
ruling), Da’awa (call) and gui- 
dance. 

Kabaa washed 

The governor of Mecca, Prince 
Majed Ben Abdul Aziz, Monday 
washed the Kaaba, Islam’s holiest 
shrine, in a traditional ritual pre- 
ceding Ramadan, the month of 
fasting. 

The ceremony is conducted on 
behalf of King Fahd, whose offi- 
cial title is custodian of Islam's 
holiest shrines at Mecca, senior 
Saudi officials and accredited 
Arab and Islamic ambassadors. 


Prince Majed washed the floor 
and walls of the Kabaa with rose 
water and water from Zamzam, 
an ancient well. It was then 
sprinkled until incense. 

The Kabaa is washed twice a 
year once before the fasting 
month of Ramadan and a second- 
time prior to the annual haj, 
which foils 70 days after the fast- 
ing month. 

Ramadan falls around the 17th 
of March this year, depending on 
tiie sighting of the crescent. 

The second time the Kaaba is 
washed, it is dressed by its Kiswa 
or black cover woven wtih gold 
and silver threads. 

In the old tunes the Kiswa was 
brought from Egypt and other 
countries, but Saudi Arabia has 
sent up modem factory in Mecca to 
produce the Kiswa. More than 
240 employers, mostly Saudis, 
including weavers and technicians 
are working to finish it in time for 
the next ceremony. 


U.S. -Soviet strategic talks on track 


& 


Barry Schweid 

Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — After set- 
backs, the U.S.-Soviet drive to 
wrap up a strategic reduction 
treaty is on track again. But a 
handful of tough verification 
problems continue to defy com- 
promise — and are making it 
difficult to pin down a date for a 
rescheduled superpower sum- 
mit in Moscow. 

U.S. officials are breathing 
easier now that the recent talks 
in Washington with Soviet Fore- 
ign Minister Alexander Bess- 
mertnykh prevented further un- 
raveling of treaty issues near 
resolution only a few months 
ago. 

But they are feeling the im- 
pact of the more assertive role 
the Soviet military is taking in 
the arms control negotiations, as 
well as in the troubled Baltic 
republics. 

Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev's key military adviser. 
Marshal Sergei Akhromeyev, 
was not in Washington for the 
three days of talks Bessmert- 
nykipheld with President George 
Bosh and Secretary of Stare 
James Baker. That meant a loss 
of the moderating influence he 


had exercised on nuclear arms 
and other weapons issues in re- 
cent years. 

Hardliners in the Soviet milit- 
ary are considered at least partly 
responsible for the Kremlin's re- 
cent backtracking on the kinds 
of bombers that would be res- 
tricted under the START treaty, 
and on rules to guard against 
cheating on the accord. 

“We have seen a steady trend 
in the direction of the general 
staff being more assertive and 
pushing their positions in the 
negotiations," said a U.S. offi- 
cial, spdaking on condition of 
anonymity. 

The trend began shortly be- 
fore Eduard Shevardnadze res- 
igned as foreign minister in De- 
cember. He said then that con- 
servatives were gaining the up- 
per hand in the Soviet Union. 

Shevardnadze’s dose ties to 
Gorbachev and his membership 
on the Politburo gave him more 
clout than Bessmertnykh may 
have in dealing with Bush and 
Baker. But even Shevardnadze 
could not close the gap on three 
nagging' technical problems or 
prevent'the slide oh the backfire 
bomber- - - • - 

The United States has insisted 


for years that the bomber, which 
the Soviets call the Tupolev-22- 
M. meets the definition of a 
strategic weapon under the trea- 
ty. That would have meant 
counting all backfires — the 
U.S. Defence Department says 
there are 330 with about 30 more 
produced each year — against 
two treaty limits: 6,000 warheads 
and 1,600 delivery vehicles, 
overall. 

However, the two sides 
agreed to adopt the prindple 
established in the 1979 SALT 
treaty of imposing limits on the 
backfires, but in what is called 
“a politically binding declara- 
tion." outside the accord. 

Last foil, a deal was struck to 
limit the Soviets to 500 backfire 
bombers. Last spring, the Soviets 
had agreed that the bombers 
could not be refuelled in mid- 
flight. Unless they are, most 
experts are convinced, the back- 
fire could not make it to the 
United States. 

But Soviet negotiators over 
the last few months, apparently 
at the urging of the Soviet milit- 
ary, questioned the terms of the 
tentative agreement, especially 
the 500-bomber limit. 

They also tried to reopen the 


package of anti-cheating mea- 
sures that Baker and Shevard- 
nadze had basically concluded in 
December during their talks in 
Houston. 

These include monitoring the 
production of mobile missiles 
and rales for coanting long- 
range Cruise missiles carried on 
bombers. The Soviets are limited 
to eight Cruise missiles on their 
bombers and the United States 
to 10 on theirs. 

Bessmertnykh’s and Baker's 
talks put the backfire and veri- 
fication measures back on track, 
another U.S. official said, speak- 
ing on condition of anonymity. 

Still, the official cautioned: 
“there’s a whole package of 
issues that has to be worked on” 
before the treaty can be wrapped 
up. 

The deadline had been Feb. 
11. That was when Bush and 
Gorbachev were to begin their 
summit meeting in Moscow and 
crown it with a treaty signing. 

Bush was so confident 
START would be ready he sche- 
duled the trip last month even 
though several provisions were 
still up hi the air. Even just 
finishing the text in in.its-hi^tly 
technical English and Russian 


terms would take at least 10 
days, officials said. 

Chief Soviet negotit »tor Alexei 
Obukhov came fror n Moscow 
with a team of exp erts. Talks 
were held all of last week at the 
State Department t vith a U.S. 
delegation headed ' oy Reginald 
Bartholomew, unde rsecretary of 
state for intematio nal. security. 
The deadlock was not broken. 

On Tuesday, aft er Baker and 
Bush made no further headway 
on the chronic problems, the 
summit was postponed. Bush 
cited the absence of a START 
agreement and a' so said it would 
be “inappropria to” to be away 
from Washington during the 
conflict in the Gulf. 

Still. Baker - ;iid he hoped the 
treaty could be finished in 
February and ' Bessmertnykh also 
registered op timism at the win- 
dup of his talks with Baker 
Tuesday nig’dt. 

To get there, however, 
Obukhov and Bartholomew 
must solve, in talks to resume in 
Geneva probably next week, 
other nag'ging problems. 

Those problems concern 
monitoririg., disclosure of missile 
test flight, information and Soviet 
inspection of U.S. B-2 Stealth. 


No honeymoon for 1st government of United Germany 


By Richard Murphy 

Reuter 

BONN — Any hopes Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl may have had of 
aacrng hfima lf gently into his 
fourth term of office have been 
rudely shattered by the Gulf war 
and the economic collapse of 
former East Germany. 

Kohl was sworn in on Jan. 17, 
just horns afteT the United States 
and its allies began bombing Iraq 
on their U.N.-backed mission to 
end Baghdad’s occupation of 
Kuwait. 

Barely four weeks later Ger- 
many, which is barred by its 
c on st i t u t i on from sending troops 
outside the NATO area, is 
viewed by some allies as an unre- 
liable partner willing to put up 
cash towards the war effort but 
Htde else. 

“Washington expected political 
leadership, not reimbursement of 
its expenses,” Ronald D. Asm os 


of the U.S. Rand Corporation 
wrote in the German weekly Die 
ZeiL 

Kohl’s assurances that formerly 
communist East Germany would 
quickly blossom economically af- 
ter unification last October look 
increasingly hoQow as firms col- 
lapse, millions lose their jobs and 
Western investors stay away. 

The Christian Democratic 
(CDU) chancellor now admits 
that taxes mil have to rise, in 
breach of his election promises. 

Kohl, who shook off his old 
image as a bumbler and e m erge d 
as a skflfdl statesman during die 
rash to unity, has stood by while 
his conservative ministers squab- 
bled with their liberal Free 
Democratic (FDP) coalition pa- 
rents about foreign policy. 

Old changes that be has a 
tend e ncy to duck for cover and 
wait for crises to pass have resur- 
faced. 

“With mountainous problems 


in finance and foreign policy and 
chaos in the coalition, the captain 
can no longer stay below deck,” 
the business daily Handdsblatt 
said. “The chancellor must get 
out of his bonk and take over the 
rudder himself.” 

Horst Teltsdnk, who resigned 
as Kohl’s top foreign policy advis- 
er in December, offered a simple 
explanation for the ap parent loss 
of touch — weariness. 

“After an extremely heavy 
year... phis innumerable elec- 
tions, and in the middle of coali- 
tion negotiations, the govern- 
ment was simply exhausted," he 
said in an interview. 

Diplomats say the reality of the 
Gulf war overtook Germany’s 
plans to gradually grow into its 
new international role. 

“They were not prepared for 
the new role,” a European diplo- 
mat said. “They had planned a 
step-by-step development: first 
get united with East Germany, 


then help Poland and the Soviet 
Union, then define their role as a 
big power.” 

Kohl has shown irritation with 
foreign critics who last year ex- 
pressed fears about a resurgent 
Germany returning to its old mili- 
tarist ways and now accuse Ger- 
many of cowardice. 

“They said we never take off 
our jackboots. And now they say 
we won’t pot them on any more,” 
he told Britain's Daly Mall news- 
paper. “What do yon expect from 
us?” 

Politicians of all parties are 
urging Kohl to visit Washington 
to try to repair the damage, which 
Germany’s Sll-biUion contribu- 
tion to the war effort has not 
healed. 

The government finds lfttljc 
reason for cheer in other areas of 
foreign policy. 

It is keen to press ahead >jritb 
economic and political union 
within the European Commi jxnty. 


bat fl-je ECs weak and uncoor- 
dinated response to the Gulf cri- 
sis hr is convinced many of Bonn's 
partners that the community is far 
fror in ready for this. 

'Germany is committed to sup- 
porting Soviet President Mikhail 
Ojortachev and is alarmed by 
signs be is becoming anthorito- 
Ttian. 

Nearly 400,000 Soviet soldiers 
axe still in Eastern Germany and 
the Soviet parliament has not yet 
ratified a six-nation German uni- 
fication treaty. 

At home, surging budget de- 
ficits and demands for cash from 
Eastern Germany forced Kohl to 
drop his insistence that unity 
could be financed without tax 
increases. His ministers are now 
quarrelling over bow to raise the 
extra billions. 

“Helmut Kohl will look back 
with nostalgia to 1990,” Hand- 
ebbtatt commented. 
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Lendl defeats Sampras to take 
U.S. pro indoor tennis title 


JORDAN TIMES, XUESDA^^j^ 


Sampdoria coach dismisses Juventus chaUenge 


>$ 


By Reuter 


PHILADELPHIA (AP) — 
Three weeks shy of his 31st birth- 
day. Ivan Lendl says he's a long 
way from being through with 
’tennis. 

‘T think this is the first year of 
the second half of my career,*’ the 
former top-ranked player said 
Sunday after beating U.S. -Open 
champion Pete Sampras. 5-7. 64. 
64. 3-6. 6-3 in. the Sl-mifiion 
U.S. pro Indoor Tennis Cham' 
pionshtps. 

Sampras said he expected to 
see Lendl around for some time. 

“I think he’s capable of being 
no. 1 again, but who's to tell.” 
Sampras said. 

Lendl, now rhe world's ihird- 
i linked player, served 23 aces 
6 uring the 3-hour. 20-minute 
it. ■atch. the last three finishing 
St impras in the ninth game of the 
fif ch set. 

* ‘I’m starting to feel finally that 
.Pm beginning to understand the 
g arr. ie a little bit.” Lendl said. 

b indl has won every Grand 
SI arr. 1 tournament but Wimbledon 
at lei ist twice and holds 89 career 
smii jle s titles, including two in this 
event. He won in 1986 when Tim 
May. oi te withdrew from the final. 

Sai n pras. 19. won his first pro 


title last year in Philadelphia and 
went on to win at Manchester and 
the U.S. Open. 

Sampras was on a pace early to 
repeal his triumph, taking a 4-1 
lead in the second set after win- 
ning the. first. Lendl, however, 
won the next five games. 

"Obviously it's not a good 
situation, but you have to keep 
trying.” Lendl said. “Zf you keep 
trying, some good things some- 
times come out of it and that's 
what happened today.” 

Sampras praised Lendl's 
powerful ground strokes and con- 
sistency . 

“I just think my game and my 
intensity kind of went up and 
down throughout the match, 
whereas he was kind of one 
speed the whole way and he was 
Just too strong for me,” Sampras 
said. 


Lendl broke service in the 
fourth game of the final set ro 
lead 3-1, getting the break when 
he made a strong cross-court re- 
turn of service that Sampras 
couldn’t handle and hit a back- 
hand into the net. 

Lendl served two aces to get 
4-1 and an ace and two service 1 
winners gave him a 5-2 lead. 


Sampras served his 14th ace in 
winning the eighth game. Len- 
dl's last three aces closed out the 
match m the next game after 
Sampras hit a return long on the 
first point. 

Sampras won the first set from 
6-5 as Lendl's first serves deterio- 
rated. With the score 30-30, Sam- 
pras made two sharp service re- 
turns. Lendl hitting the lust into 
the net and sending the other 
wide on a cross-court passing 
shot. 

Lendl fell behind 4-1 in the 
second set. bat snapped back to 
win the next five games, breaking 
Sampras' service in the seventh 
and ninth games. 

Lendl got the first break of the 
third set in the seventh game, 
then served a love game for 5-3 
and won four straight points in 
the 10th game to take a 2-1 lead 
in sets. 

In the fourth set, Sampras 
broke Lendl with a passing shot 
to go up 4-2 an then rallied from 
0-30 for a 5-2 lead. Leading 5-3, 
Sampras served out the set, even- 
ing the match at 2-2. 

Rick Leach and Jim Pugh defe- 
ated Udo Riglewsky and Michael 
Stich of Germany 64, 64 in the 
doubles final. 



SAMPDORIA coach Vujadin 
Beskov dismissed Juventus as 
championship contendere after 
his side beat them 1-0 to go dear 
at the top of the Italian Soccer 
League at the weekend. 

His opposite number, Gigi 
Maifredi, said Juventus, now 
three points behind Sampdoria, 
had dominated for most of the 
game only to lose a contested 
penalty by Gianhica Vialli. 

But Boskov said.* “Juventus 
played well for 20 minutes in 
which they flattered only to de- 
ceive. 


“If we won and we are now 
three points ahead of them in the 
table, it means that we are better 
and that from now on we have 
only two championship rivals (In- 
tern azionale and AC Milan), and 
not three.” 



A defiant Maifredi said: “We 
lost ... but I don't think yon could 
say we deserved to lose. 

“We seized the initiative for 
fully 70 of the 90 minutes and we 
were only beaten by a doubtful 
penalty.” 


ViaUi’s match-winning penalty 
also matte a point to Italian 
national team manager -Azeglio 
Vicini who dropped him and 
team mate Roberto Mandni for 
last week's friendly against Bel- 
gium in favour of Juventus strik- 
ers Salvatore Schfllad and Pier 
Luigi Casiraghi. 

Tlie two Milan clubs are joint 
second, a point behind Samp- 
doria. 

AC Milan produced one of 
their best performances for some 
time in their 3-1 home win against 
Lazio, with goals from Daniele 
Massaro and Dutch internation- 
als Marco Van Basten and Ruud 
Gullit. 

Coach Arrigo Sacehi said; “It's 
great to see the side play well like 
that. 

“That’s the sort of soccer peo- 
ple love to see and watching them 
I felt that I was seeing once again 
the side that has become world 
famous for its competitive, chas- 
ing game and fast attacking 
play.” 

Intemazionale lost ground on 
Sampdoria in a 1-1 draw at 
Roma. 

There was no weekend league 


Ivan Lendl 


Burrell, Christie clash at 
U.K. indoor athletics meet 


Navratilova beats Garrison 
to\win Chicago tournament 


CHICAGO (AP) — Martina 
Navratilovi i has the answer if she 
ever gets > bio a slump. 

"If I ever need a win. I’ll create 
a ioumame nt in Chicago,” she 
said Sunday’, after winning her 
11th Virginia Slims of Chicago 
championship in 14 years, beating 
Zina Garrison 6-1, 6-2. 

•*j was nei t>us because I ha- 
ven’t played for a while and 
haven't won in a long time,” said 
Navratilova. T) ie 34-year-old top 
seed was play ing in only her 
second ioume ; ' since double- 
knee surgery in November and 
the Sunday's vict ary was her first 
since beating Gar. rison in the final 
at Wimbledon lai>t summer. 

“I'm like a bad o 'ream — I keep 
coming back," Na vratilova said. 

Garrison, the fifth seed, 
thought she played well despite 
the lopsided loss. 

"If I would have pi ayed anyone 
else today I would have won," 


said Garrison, who is 1-30 against 
Navratilova. “Some people play 
really well against you — and it’s 
like that with Martina and I.” 

Garrison also thought she play- 
ed better than she did in her 64, 
6-1 loss to Navratilova at Wimb- 
ledon. 

The J70.000 first prize for her 
153rd career singles title boosted 
Navratilova’s lifetime tennis win- 
nings to S16.78 million. Garrison, 
the 1989 Chicago Slims cham- 
pion, earned S35.000. 

Navratilova, 34, dominated the 
58-minute match with a variety of 
shots that had Garrison running 
all over the court, sometimes 
gping in the wrong direction. 

In the first set, Navratilova 
broke Garrison in the opening 
game. Then Garrison forced the 
second game to deuce twice be- 
fore '.Navratilova held service. 
Playing dose to the net when not 
serving and using drop and pas- 


sing shots to her full advantage. 
Navratilova also scored service 
breaks in the fifth and seventh 
games. 

In the final set. Garrison Forced 
the first and third games to deuce 
before Navratilova held serve 
both times for a 2-1 lead. Garri- 
son lost service in the fourth 
game, but she broke back in the 
next game, cutting the deficit to 
3-2. Navratilova, however, broke 
Garrison's serve in the sixth game 
for a 4-2 lead. 

Navratilova was forced to 
deuce in the seventh game before 
holding serve. Then a service 
break on a drop shot in 'the eighth 
game gave her the match. 

The nine-time Wimbledon 
singles champ improved her re- 
cord to 30- 1 against Garrison, 
whose only win against Navratilo- 
va was in the quarterfinals of the 
1988' U.S. Open. They had last 
met in the Wimbledon last year. 


Chang 
hopes 
to regain 
top 1 0 form 




Forget wins Belgian indoor title 


BRUSSELS (Agencies) — After 
spending years in the shadows of 
more famous Frenchmen. Guy 
Forget's biggest tournament win 
yet was overshadowed Py the 
fight atop the world rankings. 

Forget defeated Andrei «Cher- 
kasov of the Soviet Union 6-3, 
7-5, 3-6, 7-6 (7-5) Sunday' to 
capture the Donnay Indoor 
Championship, but found ter.mis 
fans still talking about Boris 
Becker's injury that boosted Site- 
fan Edberg back into the No. 1 
spot in the world rankings. 

Fortunately, Forget does not 
seek the limelight. 

"Fame is not my goal he said, 
relaxed as ever after his second 
tournament title this year prop- 
elled him into the top 10 on the 
ATP Tour computer. 

Relying on a lightning serve, 
accurate drives and crisp volleys. 
Forget won the New South Wales 
open in Sydney. Australia, last 
month. He used the same qual- 
ities to capture this $600,000 
event Sunday, beating Edberg in 
the semifinals on his way to the 
crown. 

Although his play can be just as 
spectacular as that of Yannick 
Noah and Henri Leconte, the 
French have not yet taken to 
Forget in the same way. 

"Let me continue playing like I 
have since January and they'll get 
tc know me better in France." 
the 2 6- v ear-old left-hander said. 


He acknowledged the lack of 
Grand Slam performances was 
something to do with it. 

Noah’s win in the 1983 French 
Open in Paris gave him instant 
fame, and his off-court antics and 
on-court acrobatics turned him 
into a well-loved personality even 
after his skills started to wither. 

Leconte made the final of the 
1988 edition of the French Open 
and he still has a love-hate rela- 
tionship with the French public, 
mainly because of his hot temper 
and unpredictable form. 

Considering his sterling streak 
at regular ATP Tour events. 
Forget said “now I have to do this 
at a Grand Slam" to emulate 
Noah and Leconte. “It is possi- 
ble. It is not a dream." 


relied on his superior service to 
take the first two sets but a 
growing number of unforced 
errors cost him the third. 

Games went on serve until a 
tie-break in the fourth set after 
Forget had squandered four 
match-points in the 10th game. 

But Forget kept his nerve 
under pressure and quickly 
carved out a 5-1 lead in the 
tie-break. Cherkasov fought back 
to 54 but Forget won the next 
point to set up two more cham- 
pionship points. 


MEMPHIS. Tennessee (AP) — 
Michael Chang is hoping to use 
the $750,000 Volvo Indoor 
Championship to quietly begin 
his move back into the world's 
top 10 tennis players. 

The unassuming Chang made a 
big splash in the tennis world in 
1989. moving to the no. 5 ranking 
as he matched shots with the likes 
of Boris Becker. Ivan Lendl and 
Andre Agassi. 

Chang, currently ranked 16th 
in the world, won only at Toronto 
Iasi year as a hip injury sidelined 
him for three months and the 
19-year-old found it difficult to 
regain his top 10 form. 

“I think basically it took me 
quite . some time to. let the hip 
heal." Chang : said. "The .doctor 
didn't put a cast on me. He said 
let nature take its-course. It set 
me back a little bit. 

“In this day and age where 
there are so many good players 
on the tour, a setback means 
you're not only failing to im- 
prove. but you are failing to 
maintain. 

"I’ve had a taste of the top 10 
and hopefully I know what it 
takes to get there, stay there and 
work on being no. 1 in the 
world.” Chang said. 

The tournament was set to start 
Monday and will conclude Sun- 
day at the Racquet Cub. 

Chang is but one of the world’s 
top tennis names who will have 
their sights set first on defending 
champion Michael Stich. 


COSFORD, England (R) — 
Leroy Burrel and Linford Christ- 
ie were involved in an ugly off- 
track confrontation Sunday after 
the American trounced Europe’s 
top sprinter in a 60 metres event 
at an International Indoor Athle- 
tics meeting. 

Burrell, the new world record- 
holder, showed astonishing arro- 
gance midway through the race, 
turning to his right to glare at 
Britain's European 100 metres 
champion and Olympic silver 
medallist. 

An infuriated! Christie, who 
finished a well-beaten third be- 


Carbajal 
knocks out 
Santos 


LAS VEGAS (AP) — Michael 
Carbajal, showing punching pow- 
er rarely seen at 108 pounds (49. 

kil9g13j11rp.es) .^stQppgd ^ch alien-. 

ger Macario Santos with a devas- 
tating left hook in the- second ' 
round to retain his International 
Boxing Federation (IBF) junior 
flyweight title. 

It was the sixth straight knock- 
out for the 1988 Olympic silver 
medallist, who won for the 19th 
time in as many pro fights. 

“I knew it would only be a 
matter of rime.” Carbajal said. “1 
was setting him up with my jab. 
trying to hit him with a clean 
shot.” 

The left hook, which followed 
a pair of nice rights, landed flush 
on the face of the challenger, who 
crumpled to the canvas. Santos 
stayed on his back as referee 
Richard Steele counted him out 
at 1.-09 of the second round. 


hind Burrell and another Amer^ 
jean, Mark Witherspoon, tamed 
angrily on Burrell after the race 
and the pair had to be separated 
by the burly British promotions 
official, former police officer 
Andy Norman. 

“He told me 'if you do what 
you did again I will hurt you and I 
will kill you',” Burrell told repor- 
ters. “1 told him ‘then kill me 
now\" 

Christie, somewhat unconvin- 
cingly, dismissed the confronta- 
tion later as “just hype.” 

“This was just trivial stuff,” he 
said. 

Tension had been building be- 
tween die pair during the week 
after Burrell dismissed Christie’s 
claim that be would have beaten 
the American over the same dis- 
tance in Stuttgart last Sunday if he 
had not mmaken the finish line. 

Burrell’s time of 656 seconds 
was the second fastest time in the 
world this year, behind only the 
world record 6.48 the American 
set in Madrid last Wednesday.. 

Just over an hoar later Christie 
was banded a second defeat, this 
time OTCT’Sfiffmetresfey'Micbad: 
Johnson, the world number- ooe| 
outdoors last year. 

Johnson won convincingly in 
20.74 seconds, although, on his 
own admission, it was not one of 
his best races. 

The 23-year-old American did 
not make the best of starts and 
also had trouble on the final bend 
but be still had too much speed 
for Christie, who finished second 
in 21.15. 

Christie, who was all smiles as 
he spoke to a television inter- 
viewer with Johnson afterwards, 
said he had no regrets at taking 
on two such formidable oppo- 
nents only a month before the 
World Indoor Championships in 
Seville, Spain. 




Forget has never readied a 
Grand Slam quarterfinal in nine 
years of trying. 

Leconte and Noah both sprang 
on to the scene as confident teena- 
ger.*. while Forget has slowly 
nurtured his talents. 

“Some players mature early.” 
he said. “At 23, I was not an 
athlete- yet." 

There also have been persistent 
questions about his mental tough- 
ness, but* he has disproved critics 
over the last year by winning. 
And, he says, his best years are 
still ahead of him. 

Forget, w'ho had won his only 
previous match with Cherkasov. 


SIRLOIN 

STEAK 

*2£2 


I FEEL LIKE HAVING! ^ 

A NICE tIUlCy STEAK jYES 
ABOUT TWO INCHES fSlR! 
THICK WITH THE 

(juice oust oanmjf^rS 

out all o' jer iTf/fe* 2 


m 




MO* I MERELY 
SAID/ 1 FEEL 
LIKE HAVING A 
NICE JUICY / 
steak* 7 



ELL JUST LOOK 
AT IT.* 1 A1NT 
SEEN ONE TORSO 

long x forgot 
w/rt at they LOOK 
like* 



Andy Capp 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WTTH OMAR SHARIF 
& TAN HAH HIRSCH 
' t»Q TVitHJitff Media SVTOCM. UK. 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

6AQ9643 TVoid v»62 *AK83 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

2 Pass 2 * Pass 

3 7 Pas ? 

•—weak 

What action do you lake? 


3 * Pass Pas' ? 
What action do you 1 *kc? 


Q.4— East-West vulnerable. 


Q.2 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦ A107632 7A10943 C-8 *5 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

1 Pass 1 4 Pass 

3 * Pass 3 *7 Pass 

3 NT Pass ? 

Whai action do you take? 


South you bold: 

*AK109 73 vAKJ1M3 *75 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with one heart. What 
action do you take? 



After the tournament 

15 OVER, THEVKE HAVING 
A 516 5ANQUET 



if I lose, i'm always 
TOO MAP TO EAT* 




Q^— Both vulnerable. South deals. 
* J1076 7KQ1094 06 *AK8 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East* 

1 9 Pass 2 9 Pass 

2 7 Pass 2 * Pass 


What do you bid now? 


Q-3 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*KJ9762 7AJ52 0J6 *7 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 


QA—As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*65 7984 054 *AKJ1052 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
spade. What do you respond? 



GET YOUR 
HANES OUT 
OF THERE-!! 


Hi 



NO MATTER HOW BAR THE 
VALUE Ot= THE POUND 
>■ DROPS/ IT GAN GET NO 

lower than that bloke 

WILL-STOOP TO GET AT nr 



action in France because of next 
Wednesday’s European Cham- 
pionship qualifying match with 
Spain, but there was no let-up to 
the turmoil surrounding cham- 
pion Marseille. . 


quarter-finals of the competition 

^The^match is the only clear cut 
fixture to emerge from a draw 
thrown into confusion by recent 
had weather. 

It is sure to delight the London 


dub captain Jean-Pierre Papin who have debts of some £12 

was finked with Javentus and tne n ($23-6 milli on and need to 

star striker said in newspaper money from cup success to 

interview published Monday he having to sell England stars 

could be interested in joining the Lineker and Paul G* 5- 

Italian dub. 

Asked about a statement by “gi Count y proved their ability 
Marseille President Beniard wh ' n they knocked out 

Tapie that Juventus hadoffered d fvJri on Manchester City in 

50 million francs ($10 mflUon) for ™ 


him , Papin told France Soir: "I 
know nothing about it. But if the 
Italians are really interested, I am 
certainly willing to discuss the 
matter." 

Papin, leading goal 'scorer m 
France for the last three seasons 
and top of the standings again this 
year, will spearhead the French 
attack at the Parc Des Princes 
Wednesday. 

There was no league action in 
Spain, the Netherlands or Ger- 
many at the weekend. 

Meanwhile debt-ridden Tot- 
tenham Hostspur. desperately 
needing a lucrative Football 
Association (F.A.) Cup run, 
were drawn at home to second 
division Notts County in the 


Second division leaders West 
Ham will entertain the evenffiaL 
winners of the clash betwen 
Liverpool and Everton, who re- 
play Wednesday after a 0-0 draw 

Sunday. _ . . . 

Third division Cambridge, m 
the last eight for the second suc- 
cessive year, face the daunting 
prospect of a trip to Arsenal if the 
north London side can get past 
third division Shrewsbury. . 

Matters are even more compli- 
cated for cup holders Manchester 
United. 

If they win at Norwich in the 
fifth round Monday they will be 
at home to Southampton, New- 
castle or Nottingham Forest. 



THE BETTER HALF, 


eiMOV,OB*a&«»CI*» 1 


By Harris 

HARRIS 2-12. I 




‘I shaved my teeth and flossed 
-my ears. My day is off to a 
wonderful start." 


JHAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
m ty Henri Arnold and Bob Las 


Unsc ramb le these tour Jumble*, f .site’s became very 
one tetter to each square, to form l -r, c ^dependant on me 

lour onMnary words- [' I O 


GEESI 




NORIB 


CAPNUK 


DAUMAR 


WHEN A WOMAN 
REALLY BE6INS TO 
'COUNT'ONA MAN — 


Now mange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer his “ 


Saturdays 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: CASTE GOURD WORTHY INJURY 


Answer The magician's tricks were something 

TO CONJURE WITH 


THE Daily Crossword 


by FrodToafe 


ACROSS 
1 Fashionable 
5 Unit of matter 


■Him 


M which will 
live In 

Infamy*' (FDR) 

15 Holm oak 

16 USA word: 


17 Substantial 

18 Bladed tool 

19 Doctor 

22 Parent 

23 Crucifix 

26 Cuban leader 
29 Fortress 
defense 

31 Coins: abbr. 

33 Like Swiss 
cheese 

34 HST name 

35 Soak flax 

36 Shamrock 
land 

37 Velvet finish 

38 Horse 

39 Had dinner 

40 Nonconi 

41 Journal 

42 — do deux 

43 Fighting force 

44 Dons 

45 Stow away 

47 Public esteem 

48 Toddlers’ 
school 

54 Mr. Kazan 

57 Indian home 

58 Whit 

59 Ribald 

60 Assumed 
name 

61 — Domini 
82 Hatchets 

63 Need 

64 Pastures 


HHH 
I Hill 

amum 


HUHHUUHHH 


maam auu 


e J!rSSSfSS5S ,m “- , “ 




DOWN 

1 Appjaud 

2 Residence 

3 Chilled 

4 Name a child 

5 Worship 

6 Ankle bones 

7 Of the ear 


8 Seniors' 
hea/rh 
program 

9 Grand a.g. 

10 Ancient 

11 Pines— * 

12 Eng. river 
14 Houston 

player 

20 Ventilated 

21 Pretentious ' 

24 Discards 

25 Sound system 

26 Inexpensive 

27 Arteries 

28 Most wily 

29 Shabby 

30 Fr. river 
32 Unrelenting 
34 injure 

37 Of mater and 
pater 

38 Substance 
40 Rani robe 


Saturday's Puzzle Solved: 


uacju umjfj rjrjfjri 

□□□□ uauaa auuu 
nans gjudhiu ucirm 

„ □□□ agaa a 
™ agog, .Snancra 
Lfuu cjdbqu nonR 


«□□□ nuaaa HkjHP! 

m rf * 11 


SSffSJS" 5 


47 Monstrosity 
49 Rue _ Paix 


44 Boric leaves 
48 Approves 


53 Temple 

84 important 
„ period 


51 Musical sound 55 

52 Lab bumw ° 1 *«« 
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xperts say U.S. will remain hooked 
>n oil from Gulf over next ten years 


/ ■Washington (apj — The 
r _-. don of an America independent 
Gulf oil is as much an illusion 
;.v ; iw as it was two decades ago 
aen the government first 
-■'•iv.abraced the idea, experts say. 
" '".t-. ; This is the virtually unanimous 
inclusion of government, busi- 
■ ss and academic experts, who 
- ..jree that U.S. reliance on Mid- 
,‘e East oil will continue un- 
,■ _ 3 ated and may even increase. 
: H.W'That consensus, which 
■=■ merged from a State Depart- 
" ient oil seminar last week, is 
• pwelcome news at this juncture, 
W jven the uncertainties about the 
'Political makeup of the Gulf once 
‘Write U.S.-led war against Iraq 
>/ads. 

The panel agreed that no com- 
. lination of conservation mea- 
sures or alternate sources of oil 
vill be enough to make even a 


minor dent in the American 
addiction — or that of other 
industrialised countries — to Gulf 
oil supplies. 

William Ramsay, a top State 
Department oil expert, said, 
“whether we like it or not and 
despite the efficiency gains of the 
past decade, the world economy 
still runs on oil and as we look 
ahead, the trend seems inexor- 
able. 

“The global oil import reliance 
will continue to grow throughout 
the 90’s and major in creases in 
consumption will certainly be 
supplied by the Gulf, he noted. 

The incentives for reducing 
U.S. dependence on Gulf oil 
would appear to be immense. Oil 
imports from that region drain 
billions from U.S. coffers, and 
the potential instability of the 


region, underscored by the Gulf 
.war, has raised serious doubts 
about its reliability as a supply 
source. 

Almost two decades ago, presi- 
dent Richard Nixon established 
energy independence as national 
policy, emphasising conservation. 
But the panelists pointed out that 
most of the easy conservation 
measures — such as improved 
home insulation and more energy 
efficient automobiles — already 
are in place. There are no con- 
servation panaceas on the hori- 
zon nowadays, they said. 

Ludo Noto, a Mobil Corp. vice 
president, said there is no reason 
to believe there will be any signi- 
ficant production increases by oil 
countries outside the Middle East 
over the next decade. 

He also noted that U.S. pro- 
duction levels are down over the 


J 

past decade by more than 25 per 
cent to 7.2 million barrels a day 
and “the prospects that this num- 
ber will go down are very 
strong.” 

Noto pointed out that the situa- 
tion of other industrialised is even 
more precarious than that of the 
United States. Whereas the U.S. 
imports 40 to 50 per cent of its oil 
consumption, the figure for 
Europe is 66 per cent and for 
Japan 100 per cent. 

Paul Jabber, a vice president of 
Banker's Trust, believes U.S. de- 
pendency on Gulf oil will in- 
crease. To ensure continued ac- 
cess at reasonable prices, he said, 
the Gulf region must not “fall 
under the sway of a regional 
hegemonic power” or an outside 
force hostile to the industrialised 
world. 


Soviet government plans 

prices by 60 % 


to raise 

ri ^iv^ MOSCOW 

(R) — Soviet Prime 

_ Minister Valentin Pavlov said 

Monday his government planned 
— «*, 10 raise prices 60 per cent on 
average but higher wages and 
2 , 1 ^ welfare payments would cotnpen- 
sate people for most of the in- 
crease. 

- In a report to parliament, Pav- 
lov said the state would set price 
ceilings on necessities, including 
meat, milk, sugar and transport, 
• Bk following individual republics to 

- fill xt * ower * evels - 

" Huge state subsidies would be 
a VV slashed, though not yet elimin- 
ated, as a key step towards a 
. .pricing system reflecting the costs 

___ of producing and distribution 

— more accurately. 

— - Almost one-third of ail goods 

would be sold at free or so-called 
“agreed" prices set by suppliers 
and retailers. 

Medicine, petrol, energy and 
vodka would remain at current 
prices. 

“We view this reform as a 
necessary stage in the transition 


to market relations,” Pavlov told 
the Supreme Soviet. More prices 
would be freed over time, he 
said. 

But his one-hour speech — 
largely a series of figures read in a 
monotone — ignored opposition 
demands for an outline of govern- 
ment strategy to reform the mori- 
bund economy. 

The parliament is due to dis- 
cuss Pavlov's report Tuesday be- 
fore turning its attention to Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev's Gulf 
war peace initiative, which he 
presented to Iraqi Foreign Minis- 
ter Tareq Aziz Monday. 

“The level of retail prices mil 
grow by an average of 60 per 
cent," Pavlov, appointed prime 
minister last month, told the first 
day of the parliament’s new ses- 
sion. 

“We think that for a number of 
goods which determine the 
population’* living standards the 
state must set the top level of 
prices and control their growth,” 
he said. 


“Our calculations were aimed 
at overall compensation of 85 per 
cent of all price rises," he noted- 

The price rises are a key pillar 
of Kremlin plans, not yet spelt 
out in detail, to move to a market 
economy and revitalise Soviet in- 
dustry. 

It was not clear when the in- 
creases would take effect. A pre- 
vious attempt set off a surge of 
panic buying that cleared store 
shelves and forced the govern- 
ment. under Pavlov’s predecessor 
Nikolai Ryzhkov, to back down. 

Pavlov said one snag in the 
plan was a dispute with some 
republics over control of the com- 
pensation payments, with Russia, 
Byelorussia and the Ukraine all 
seeking local control. 

His promise of hefty com- 
pensation raised the spectre of 
continued inflationary pressures. 
Critics had said any move to raise 
prices and then compensate the 
population would only'compound 
the economic chaos. 


Inflation in 
Britain eases 

LONDON (AP) — Britain’s 
annual inflation rate fell to nine 
i per cent in January from 9.3 per 
cent in the previous month, 
helped by retailers' sale promo- 
tions and cheaper fuel prices, the 
government has said. 

The retail index rose 0.2 per 
cent in January from December, 
the Central Statistical Officer 
said. 

The index stood at 130.2 in 
January, 129.9 in December and 
119.5 in January 1990. The index 
uses a January 1987 base of 100. 

The underlying inflation rate, 
which excludes mortgage pay- 
ments and a per capita tax, fell to 
7.1 per cent in January from 7.7 
per-cent in December. 

Prices for clothing and house- 
hold goods fell during January as 
a result of widespread retailers’ 
sales, the office said. Gasoline 
and automobile prices also de- 
clined on the month, it said. 

However, there were increases 
in prices for food and alcoholic 
drinks, housing costs and higher 
rail fares, it said. 
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AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 






Monday, February 18, 1991 
Central Bank Official rates 



Boy 

Sdl 



- 

U.S. dollar 

664.0 

668.0 

Japanese yen (for TOO) 

510.6 

513.7 

Pound Sterling 

1308.6 

13163 

Dutch guilder 

399.5 

401.9 

Dcutscbcrnark 

450.0 

452.7 

Swedish crown 

120.2 

120.9 

Swiss franc 

525.0 

52S.2 

Italian lira (for 100) 

59.8 

60.2 

Ficuch franc 

132.1 

132.9 

Belgian franc (for 10) 

218-5 

219.8 



LONDON (R) — Following are foe buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against tbe dollar at midsession 

on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 

One Sterling 1.9635/45 

U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollar 1.1520/30 

Canadian dollar 

1.4810/17 

Deutschemarks 

1.6650/60 

Dutch guilders 

1.2690/97 

Swiss francs 

30.42/47 

Belgian francs 

5.0350/00 

French francs 

1108/1109 

Italian lire 

13.05/15 

Japanese yen 

5.3550/5400 

Swedish crowns 

5.7850/7900 

Norwegian crowns 

5.6875/2 5 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 364.60/365.10 

U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


^SYDNEY — >Jhe AJl r Qrdinarie^ ingex spared briefly above the 
1,400 level for the first time in'' more than four months as 
ca shed-up investors scrambled to join the sharp rally on world 
bourses. The index ended up 22.7 points at 1J39.3. 

TOKYO — Hopes for an early end to the Gulf war pushed the 
Nikkei stock average up nearly 900 points to close above the 
26,000 level for the first time since Aug. 21. The Nikkei rose 
88627 points, or 3.50 per cent, to 26.230.01. 

HONG KONG — The Hang Seng ended sharply higher with a 
60.76 point, or 1.76 percent, gain, rising to 3.473.42 on a rally in 
Tokyo. 

BOMBAY — Tbe stock exchange wa s closed to enable brokers to 
complete business done in the three weeks ending last Friday, 
when the BSE index rose 15.37 points to 1.039.60. 

FRANKFURT — Shares continued to rally on hopes of a quick 
end to the Gulf war. The Dax index dosed at 1^72.57, up 41.38 
or 2.70 per cent. 

PARIS — Tbe market paused for breath after prices' soared in 
mid-session. But tbe C AC-40 index still ended 24.57 higher at 
1,694.96. 

ZURICH — Prices dosed higher on active buying, buoyed by 
Tokyo's strong showing. Dealers said Blue Chips were still in 
demand. Tbe all-share SPT index closed at 1,010, up 13.5 and its 
highest since last September. 

LONDON — Shares dosed firmer after holding morning gains 
through a dull afternoon session. Tbe FTSE index dosed up 21.4 
at 2.318.3. 
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S. Arabia 

confirms 

borrowing 


RIYADH (AP) — Finance 
Minister Mohammad Abal Khai] 
confirmed Monday that foe king- 
dom is borrowing from abroad 
for foe first lime in more than 30 
years. 

Abal Khail told the official 
Saadi Press Agency (SPA) that 
international banks made an ex- 
cellent response to the borrowing 
request “due to their knowledge 
of foe strength of foe Saudi finan- 
cial position and .... its natural re- 
sources and strong financial 
assets.” 

Tbe Associated Press and other 
news organisations reportecUast 
week that Saudi Arabia has 
approached a group of banks to 
borrow some more than S3 billion 
to help finance a budget deficit 
that has been swollen by the war 
apwntf Iraq. 

The loan is being organised by 
Morgan Guaranty Ltd. 

The Kingdom has committed 
an estimated $48 billion to fi- 
nance the war, said diplomatic 
sources. Oil revenues in 1991 are 
unlikely to total more than $44 
billion, calculated on an average 
$20 per barrel for c ur re n t output 
of about eight million barrels per 
day. 

Abal Khail (fid not provide any 
details of foe borrowing. But he 
said it was incorrect to suggest tbe 
borrowing reflected any weak- 
ness in Sandi Arabia’s financial 
position. 

Borrowing is controversial in 
Sandi Arabia because interest 
payments are forbidden in strict 
Islamic law. 

Abal KahU told SPA that bor- 
rowing is normal for countries or 
organisations that face pressing 
financial needs. 

Tbe last time the kingdom had 
to borrow was when King Sand 
depleted the treasury before 
being deposed in 3964. 


Qatar 

reviews 

banking 

policies 

BAHRAIN (R) — The Oatari 
Monetary Agency- |QMA) said it 
would review its hanking policies 
to maintain stability among hanks 
and the hanking system in the 
country. 

The Bahrain-based Gulf News 
Agency Monday quoted QMA 
chief Abdulla Khalid Al Attiya as 
telling the Qatari daily Al Sharq 
that the QMA “is working to 
introduce new policies aimed at 
maintaining the stability among 
banks and the banking system in 
Qatar.” 

He said the regulations review 
would include financial invest- 
ment. loans and deposits sectors 
and other credit facilities. 

Qatar is among the Gulf Arab 
slates hit by the Gulf crisis caused 
by Iraq's invasion of Kuwait last 
August. 

Attiya said the banking situa- 
tion in Qatar was good and all 
banks had enough liquidity. Li- 
quidity was “far higher than it 
was before the current Gulf cri- 
sis.” he said. 

“Banks' performances in 1990 
are good. The banks, especially 
local banks, were able to achieve 
excellent profits depsite the fail in 
deposits”' amounts.” Attiya said 
without elaborating. 


Ariny curfew worsens 
living for Palestinians 

Gulf war cuts deeply 
into Israeli economy 


TEL AVEV (AP) — After a 
month of war in foe Gulf — and 
accompanying Israeli army secur- 
ity strictures on Palestinians — 
the intertwined economies of 
Israel and the occupied territories 
are in deep trouble. 

Israel is experiencing foe worst 
drop in tourism in 17 years, a 
shar p ffarimfi in consamer spend- 
ing and a slowdown in factory 

production. 

As for Palesti n ia ns , most are 
being kept from their jobs m 
Israel and the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip by army 
order. Diis has both devastated 
the Palestinian economy and bad- 
ly hurt Israeli business that de- 
pend of Arab labour. 

Danny Gillermaii, president of 
foe Israeli Chambers of Com- 
merce, described Israel’s $50 bil- 
lion economy as “shell-shocked." 

“If some real drastic measures 
aren’t taken immediately to rein- 
vigorate the economy, we shall 
see the collapse of many 
basenesses," Gfllerman waited 
on national radio. 

On foe other side of the line, a 
month-long army curfew has re- 
duced Palestinian commerce and 
industry to a crawl. Money that 
used to come from relatives in the 
Golf has dried up. 

Palestinian development ex- 
pert Samir Hulaileh says the war 
already has cost the $2 billion 
Arab economy at least $200 mil- 
lion in lost income and produc- 
tion. 

“We have a disaster in foe 
making" Hulaileh said. “There 
could be long-term damage.” 

The 1.7 million residents of the 

O C S g n i e d f?rp1nri*s wrp 

by Israel as a vast, cheap labour 
pool and a market for Israeli 


products. 

The three-year Palestinian up- 
rising against Israeli occupation 
hug more than halved that market 
with boycotts of Israeli-made 
goods. But it has done little to 
sever the labour linkage because 
there are few job alternatives in 
the territories. 

Some 110,000 Palestinians 
worked in Israel before the war, 
and their earnings constituted 
one-fifth of tbe West Bank's total 
income and two-fifths of Gaza's. 

The crunch has come because 
of foe army curfew, imposed Jan. 
17 for fear that pro-Iraqi- 
Palestinians would disrupt Israeli 
security at a time it was 
threatened with Iraqi missiles. 

Under an. army scheme intro- 
duced last week, several 
thousand Palestinians were given 
special 10-day work permits and 
allowed to return to jobs in 
IsraeL But the majority of Arab 
workers won't be allowed back, 
creating havoc for Israeli em- 
ployers. 

In the construction industry, 
where more than half of tbe work 
force generally has been Palesti- 
nian, building activity has fallen 
to one-quarter of prewar levels, 
die Israeli boosing ministry says. 

. Agriculture, where Palesti- 
nians make up most of tbe sea- 
sonal labour, has been hit hard. 
Israeli gr o we r s say that if their 
oranges and grapefruits are not 
picked within foe next two or 
three weeks, they will lose most 
of the crop. 

The cfif&ulty in getting Palesti- 
nian workers into Israel comes on 
top of direct war damage to both 
economies. 

*i» brsfll tc.ntr*t ip “ \r 
fallen to use iOtteit. icvei since tht 
1973 Middle East war, and con- 


sumer spending for clothes, shoes 
and furniture is off by more than 
half. 

Economist Yaacov Sheinin 
estimates foe Gulf war already 
has cost tbe Jewish state $1 billion 
in lost production, lower tourism 
revenues, higher defence spend- 
ing and direct damage from Iraqi 
missile hits. 

Sheiun expects foe United 
States and other Western allies to 
compensate Israel for much of 
the loss and predicts the" nation 
still may achieve its projected 
seven per cent economic growth 
this year. 

Until that foreign aid arrives, 
tbe finance minister has 
announced a 500-million-shekel 
($250 million) loan fund to cany 
financially strapped Israeli com- 
panies through the crisis. 

In Palestinian areas, only 30 of 
foe territories’ 3,000 factories 
have army permits to operate, 
and even those are not working at 
capacity. 

Hashem Jtmeidd, owner of the 
West Bank’s largest dairy, said he 
has been allowed to recall only 26 
of his 40 workers and his produc- 
tion of cheese and yoghurt h:i.N 
been halved. 

“People have no money to boy 
our products,” Juneidi said. 

Betsdem, foe Israeli informa- 
tion centre for human rights in 
the occupied territories, reports 
that fanners have been unable to 
get their vegetables to market 
because of army road blocks and 
that foe Israelis have stalled Arab 
export programmes, including 
the delivery of 5,000 tonnes of 
ciive cu to Italy. 

Cash shortages are so severe 
that “continuation of this inactiv-, 
'** 'jv '«■ in people unable to 
most oasic 'necessi- 
ties," Betsdem said. 


OPEC may use March meeting 
as emergency session— Subroto 


NICOSIA .(R) — OPEC might 
turn a consultative meeting next 
month into an extraordinary ses- 
sion that could take dedaons to 
defend falling oil prices, OPEC 
Secretary-General Subroto was 
quoted as saying Monday. 

OPEC oil ministers are due to 
meet in Vienna cm March 11 for 
their first conference since the 
Gulf war began on Jan. 17 amid 
fears oil prices would tumble to 
below $10 a band once foe fight- 
ing stopped. 

Subroto told the Libyan news 
agency JANA that the 13- 
. member Organisation of Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) was concerned oO prices 
could deteriorate further during 
the second quarter of this year 
because the market was awash 
with surplus crude. 

“The essential issue that is of 
concern to foe organisation at 
present is the deterioration of tifi 
prices because of war in foe 
Gulf," JANA, received in Cyp- 
res, quoted Subroto as saying. 

“The world oil market is suffer- 
ing from an excess in supplies and 
this could make matters worse 
during the second quarter of this 
year which is traditionally char- 
acterised by tower consumption 
levels,” he added. 

Subroto, an Indonesian, was 
speaking after meeting Libyan 
Oil Minister Abdallah Salem Al 
Badri Sunday. 


OPEC oil ministera might turn 
their consultative session in Vien- 
na into an extraordinary meeting 
“to agree on necessary measures 
to rectify tire prevailing condi- 
tions, create a balance between 
supply and demand and restore 
stability to oil prices," Subroto 
was quoted as saying. . 

The group has set a “minimum 
reference", price of $21 a barrel. 

World oil prion have tumbled 
by more than 50 per cent this year 
compared with levels seen at the 
start of the Gulf crisis when Iraq 
invaded Kuwait in August. Both 
Iraq and Kuwait are members of 
OPEC. 

Middle East crudes are selling 
at around $13 a barrel compared 
with more than $30 at the start of 
the conflict when the United Na- 
tions Security Council imposed a 
ban on exports from Iraq and 
Kuwait. 

Since then Saudi Arabia, the 
world’s biggest oil exporter, and 
other OPEC members had 
opened their taps to compensate 
for tbe toss of more than four 
nrillkm barrels per day of Iraqi 
and Kuwaiti output. 

Gulf-based oil industry sources 
have said prices could drop farth- 
er unless over-producers lowered 
their output. 

The group is presently produc- 
ing nearly 23 million barrels a 


day .according to a recent Renter 
survey. 

Guff Arab OPEC delegates 
said Monday that OPEC is un- 
likely to reintroduce oil output 
quotas suspended after foe Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait last August 
unless foe Gulf war is over when 
oil ministers meet in Vienna next 
month. 

Even if oil-producing states in- 
volved in the conflict suffer a 
further drop in world prices, they 
are unlikely to review their poli- 
cies at the Vienna meeting. 

“There are five OPEC mem- 
bers involved in the war. It is a 
bigger tiling for tbqm than $1 or 
$2 off the oil price,” said one 
delegate. “I doubt if we are going 
to get an agreement while the war 
is going on.” 

Members of OPEC agreed last 
August to suspend their quota 
system to make up tbe shortfall 
caused by a U.N. embargo on 
Iraq and Kuwait. 

Any OPEC action hangs on 
Sandi Arabia, which produces 
more than one-third of the orga- 
nisation’s total oil output and 
whose current porduetkra is way 
above foe quotas set for last July. 

But delegates saw little likeli- 
hood of change in Saudi policy 
despite the strains of financing 
the war and the possibility of oil 
prices weakening further. 


WE BUY USED CARS 

(Duty unpaid). Models 1988 and above. 

Please contact phone 697904 - Miss Tania. 



JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 


INVITATION TO TENDER 
NO 2F/91 

JPMC announces the invitation to tender No, 
2F/91 for the supply of 4,000,000 MTS (four 
million metres of cortex detonating fuses). 

The tender documents are available at 
JPMC offices in Amman supply department 
until 2:00* p.m. local time Sunday 10.3.91, 
application for documents should be 
accompanied by a nonrefundable, fee of JD 
(60) for each set of tender documents. 

The closing date for submission tender is 
12:00 hours local time Saturday 16th March 
1991; 

' Wasef Azar 

Managing Director 


WANJED FOR EMPLOYMENT 
A driver for the Embassy of India 

The Embassy of India in Amman requires the services of a driver 
with sufficient experience provided he is fluent In English. 

Those interested should cell at the embassy In person 
alter fixing an appointment by telephone: 637262 - 
622Q98 


= Budget: 


TO ALL JOURNALISTS . TV REPORTERS 


BUDGET RENT A CAR INTERNATIONAL STARTS TO 
OPERATE ITS VEHICLES TO IRAQ WITH DRIVER , AT 
GUARANTEED COMPETITIVE . INCLUSIVE RATES . NEW. 
LARGE COMFORTABLE CARS (4 WHEEL DRIVE. STATION 
WAGON . SALOON CARS ). 

fOR MORE DETAILS PLEASE CALL : 

TEL: 6901 31 GABRIELA 
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Soviet forces seize Georgian 
militia base in night attack 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet forces 
backed by tanks and armoured 
vehicles shot their way into an 
unofficial Georgian militia base 
and captured it in tbe early hours 
of Monday, local journalists and 
politicians said. 

It was tbe first known instance . 
of Soviet military intervention 
against Mkhedrioni (horsemen), 
a well-armed vigilante group 
formed two years ago on a grow- 
ing wave of nationalist sentiment 
in the southern republic. 

“There was shooting and they 
captured the base. Three 
(Mkhedrioni) people were 
wounded and the military took 
them away, it’s not known 
where," said one journalist in the 
Georgian capital Tbilisi. 

The attackers, wearing masks, 
stormed the base near Tbilisi in 
three tanks and 10 armoured 
vehicles, he added. 

“There was fighting and there 
are wounded. The nationalists 
had three machineguns seized. 
Nobody is being allowed in and 
tanks have blocked the road,” 
said Valerian Advadze, a Geor- 
gian member of the Supreme 


Soviet or parliament. 

The Mkhedrioni is one of a 
number of unofficial militia 
groups which have sprung up in 
southern Soviet republics in open 
defiance of President Mikhail 
Gorbachev. It describes itself as a 
troubleshooting force dedicated 
to keeping tbe peace. 

Its leader Djaba Iossehani said 
in a recent interview that he could 
raise 6,000 men within eight 
boors. 

But Georgia’s nationalist lead- 
ers oppose the Mkhedrioni, call- 
ing it a destabilising group armed 
by the Kremlin in order to sow 
trouble. 

The journalists said 30 Mkhed- 
rioni TnilitiairiCT were in the base 
at the time of the raid. One of 
them said all 30 were arrested. 
They added that two members of 
the Soviet forces were wounded. 
One seriously. 

Georgians have voiced fears in 
recent weeks that their nationalist 
challenge to tbe Kremlin cook! be 
met with armed Soviet interven- 
tion as in the Baltic republic of 
Lithuania and Latvia last month. 

Zviad Gamsakhurdia. pres- 


ident of Georgia, said he ex- 
"pects the Soviet army to crush the 
Soviet republic's drive for inde- 
pendence and called for Western 
aid. 

“Of course I fear an attack and 
I am sure it will come. For the 
moment we are not strong 
enough to repel any aggression," 
he told El Mundo newspaper in 
an interview published Monday. 

Soviet President Mikhail Got- * 
bachev has condemned a move by 
Gamsakhurdia to fonn a 12,000 
man National Guard. 

Tbe Georgian leaders said only 
respect for international law and 

world public opinion, or an inter- 
national agreement similar to that 
which led to the Soviet forces 
abandoning Eastern European 
countries, could make the Soviet 
army leave Georgia. 

"Without political and econo- 
mic aid from the West it will be 
difficult to win independence. 
Box right now the countries that 
could help us are scared of Gor- 
bachev. They don’t want to spoil 
relations with him,” be said. 

Gamsakburdia’s aspirations 
have brought Georgia into direct 


confrontation with Moscow. Ten- 
sion has been worsened by 
dashes with the Ossetians, an 
ethnic minority which wants to 
stay part of the Soviet Union and 
which is encouraged by Moscow. 

More than 30 people have been 
killed in fighting between Osse- 
tians and Georgian extremists 
and police during the dispute. 
Authorities in the Georgian capi- 
tal of Tbilisi have mounted a 
blockade of Tskhinvali, borne to 
35,000 Ossetians. 

Gamsakhurdia said Moscow 
was using tbe Ossetians to try to 
blunt Georgia’s sepratist aspira- 
tions. 

“They are using the Ossetians 
to do the Red Army’s dirty work, 
and are bringing about a civil 
war," he said. 

“They are using bands of Ose- 
tian terrorists, in tbe name of the 
Ossetian people, to give tbe im- 
pression that they are all against 

** 

OS. 

Gamsakhurdia said in Tbilisi 
alone 6,000 Georgians had sought 
refuge after being forced to flee 
from Southern Ossetia after their 
homes were burn down. 


Inter-Korean meeting in doubt 


SEOUL (R) — North Korea 
accused South Korea Monday of 
preparing for war on the Korean 
pensisulu and snid it would be 
impossible to hold a fourth meet- 
ing between their prime ministers 
in" such a “terror- ridden atmos- 
phere." 

South Korean offici:; Is >aid the 
unexpectedly harsh North Ko- 
rean statement appeared to doom 
the meeting scheduled in Pyon- 
iryar.:’ next werk. u Vh--. 

had a - yet not received • 'fti- 
c>a! notice cancelhng the talks. 

“We cannot exact I \ figure out 

I-1.J-* -*—.v > - 

Mt-i-.r.diiu liie iua’.-.viw. W..IV" !.■ 
totally calling off the dialogue.” a 
spokesman for Seoul's South- 
North Dialogue Office said. 

The officials also said Pyon- 
gyang had not yet replied to a 
request last week by Seoul for a 
liaison officers* meeting to settle 
details of the prime ministers' 
scheduled meeting. 

While Pyongyang's intentions 


may have been unclear, its rever- 
sion to cold war rhetoric was 
clearly damaging to the growing 
inter-Korean dialogue which be- 
gan last September when both 
prime ministers met in Seoul. 

Since the first meeting, the 
highest-level inter-Korean dia- 
logue since the peninsula was 
divided in IV45. the premiers 
have held two other meetings, 
although without substantive 
agreement. 

Last week, both sides agreed 
for the first time to field unified 
teams under one flag for two 

ui..- year, it was uncicar ir -hat 
agreement would he affected by- 
Monday's statement. 

The Pyongyang staremenr. car- 
ried on the official Korean Cen- 
tral News Agency (KCNA) and 
monitored in Tokyo, cited the 
beginning of the annual U.S.- 
South Korean “Team Spirit” 
military exercises as well as in- 
creased military readiness due to 


the Gulf crisis. 

KCNA said “South Korea is 
engulfed in an unprecedented 
terror-ridden atmosphere. North- 
South relations .are going hack to 
the original point of acute conf- 
rontation before dialogue started 
and a very tense situation in 
which a war could break out any 
moment is being created again on 
the Korean peninsula.” 

“It is the South Korean author- 
ities avoiding dialogue and kick- 
ing up a racket of confrontation 
that are wholly to blame for the 
impossibility of the fourth inter- 
hjoh-V«.-«l ?v 

. et». KCNA said. 

Seoul’s Unification Ministry 
said in a statement that North 
Korea "unilaterally announced 
that the fourth round of South- 
North high-level talks would not be 
held as scheduled...”' 

The ministry said Pyongyang's 
action showed it was using the 
talks to further its goal of bring- 
ing communism to the South. 


‘3,000 may have died’ in 
New Guinea blockade 


SYDNEY (R) — Doctors on the 
South Pacific Island of Bougain- 
ville say 3,000 people may have 
died because of an economic 
blockade by the Papua New 
Guinea (PNG) government, an 
Australian television programme 
claimed Monday. 

The Papua New Guinea gov- 
ernment last May imposed an 
economic and communications 
blockade around Bougainville, 
SQG kilometres northeast of Port 
Moresby, after being unable to 
quell a secessionist rebellion on 
the island. 

The doctors told a journalist 
from the government-financed 
Special Broadcasting Service 
(SBSj that they had documented 
1,500 deaths from preventable 
diseases in the past eight months 
when the blockade starved the 
island of medical supplies, 

“We asked them to complete a 


list of deaths from preventable 
diseases, excluding things like 
cancer or tuberculosis,” SBS 
journalist Mark Corcoran, who 
visited Bougainville earlier this 
month, told Reuters Monday. 

“They said they had 
documented - 1,500 deaths, but 
that this was probably a very 
conservative estimate. 

“They estimated that because 
of the lack of communication — 
there are no roads to get outside 
the towns and villages — that the 
deaths' could reach 3,000." 

The Parua New Guinea gov- 
ernment was unavailable for com- 
ment on the allegations, but on 
Sunday Prime Minister Rabbie 
Namaliu said a complaint would 
be lodged with tbe Australian 
government over the SBS trip, 
which he described as illegal. 

However Corcoran said senior 
government officials were noti- 
fied of the trip in advance. 


4 activists tortured in 
Kenya, Amnesty says 


LONDON (AP) — Amnesty In- 
ternational is calling for an inves- 
tigation into allegations that four 
political activists on trial for sedi- 
tion in Kenya were tortured. 

The four — Ngotho Kariuki, 
an accountant and former uni- 
versity dean, Edward Oyugi, a 
university professor, Augustus 
Katbangu, a local politician and 
George Anyona, a political activ- 
ist — are charged with holding a 
seditious meeting in a bar and 
possessing seditious material in- 
cluding an issue of “African Con- 
fidential,” a London-based news- 
letter. 

They face up to 10 years in jail 
if convicted. 

Ail four defendants have testi- 
fied that they were tortured, 
according to Amnesty Interna- 
tional. the human rights organisa- 
tion. 

“The government’s record of 
silencing critics by means of tor- 
tore and unfair trial makes us fear 
that these four prisoners of con- 
science may soon be jailed for up 
to 10 years simply for peacefully 
expressing their views,” Amnesty 
International said in a statement. 

' Kariuki told the court in Nairo- 
bi that he was starved, beaten, 
held naked m a dark, flooded cell 
and forced to sign a false confes- 
sion at gunpoint. Oyugi testified 
that he was severely beaten and 
denied prescription medicines. 

“As far as we know, no torture 
was involved,” said a press officer 


for the Kenya embassy. “They 
were simply questioned.” 

According to international law, 
statements obtained under tor- 
ture are not admissible in court 
proceedings. 

“We are appealing to tbe gov- 
ernment to order an independent 
investigation and confirm that 
statements made under torture 
should not be admitted into evi- 
dence/' said Martin Hill, a 
spokesman for Amnesty Interna- 
tional. “Allegations of torture 
and denial of medical treatment 
have consistently been over- 
looked by the judiciary in 
Kenya." 

Hill said that the defendants 
were drinking in a bar when they 
were arrested. 

"The government heard that 
they were all together and de- 
rided that If they were together, it 
must be seditious," be said. “The 
government frequently uses sedi- 
tion charges against its critics and 
critical publications whose cir- 
culation it wants to stop.” 

Arresting officers testified that 
they did not know what the four 
were talking about nor where they 
asked to investigate why the men 
were together. 

Karioki, Anyona, Oyugi and 
Katbangu were among hundreds 
arrested in Nairobi last July after 
riots erupted when the govern- 
ment outlawed a public calling for 
the legalisation of political par- 
ties. 


Rebels 
kill 44 
Sri Lankan 
soldiers 


COLOMBO (R) — Tamil guer- 
rillas killed 44 soldiers in the 
worst single attack on Sri Lankan 
security forces since tbe rebels 
began their fight for a sepa- 
rate state in 1983, military 
sources said Monday. 

More than 200 members of tbe 
liberation Tigexs of Tamil Beam 
(LTTE) lay in wait for two pla- 
toons of soldiers in the remote 
village of Kondacbdbi in north- 
west Mannar district Sunday, the 
sources said. 

“The Tigers set off some land- 
mines and then opened fire. 
There was an exchange of fire 
lasting about 20 minutes. Our 
chaps virtually got wiped out,” 
one officer said. 

Two officers were among the 
44 dead. Eight soldiers were 
wounded. 

“Tbe soldiers were marching 
on an open stretch of toad with 
ov e r g ro w n paddy (rice) fields on 
either side when they were 
ambushed." a military officer 
said. 


S. Korean 
president 
reshuffles 
cabinet 


SEOUL (R) — South Korean 
President Rob Tae-Woo reshuf- 
fled his cabinet Monday to bols- 
ter the nation’s sagging economy 
and calm public anger over a 
multi- milli on dollar bousing scan- 
dal. 

A presidential spokesman said 
•?*>V Deputy prime 

Minister Lee Seong-Yun, who 
heads the Economic Planning 
Board, with Choi Kak-Kyu, a 
former agriculture minister and a 
senior member of the ruling 
Democratic Liberal Party (DLP). 

Rob fired Construction Minis- 
ter Lee Sang-Hee and Seoul 
Mayor Park Sen-Jik, a central, 
government appointee, over 
charges of bribery and high-level 
influence-peddling in a scnandal 
winch has involved a number of 
politicians and a presidential 
aide. 

Sacked Deputy Prime Minister 
Lee and his economic team have 
been criticised for failing to cope 
wito soaring inflation arid waning 
export competitiveness. 

Official figures showed South 
Korea’s consumer price index 
rose 2.1 per cent in January, the 
highest monthly increase since 
June 1981. 

Sluggish export performance 
and higher oil prices drove 
energy-importing South Korea's 
customs-cleared trade deficit to a 
record S1.71 billion last month. 

Lee Jin-SeoL vice minister of 
the Economic Planning Board, 
was appointed construction 
minister and Rbee Hai-Won, for- 
mer health minister, was named 
mayor of Seoul. 

Tbe reshuffle was announced 
as the Seoul district prosecutor’s 
office announced results of a 10- 
day probe into what local news- 
papers called tbe biggest scandal 
since Rob took office in February 
1988. 

Choi Myong-Bu. bead of tbe 
office’s investigation unit, told a 
news cooferece eight people, in- 
cluding five ruling and opposition 
party members of parliament and 
a senior Rob aide, accepted $1.3 
million wonh of bribes from a 
construction firm to help it gain a 
lucrative boosing project in 
Seoul. 


Thai road 
blast death 
toll rises 
to 171 

BANGKOK (R) — The death 
toll from Thailand's worst road 
disaster rose to 171 Monday and 
newspapers suggested the victims 
bad themselves to blame. 

“In tbe past 24 hours we have 
found about 40 bodies — in 
houses, in trees,” a police officer 
in southern Pbang-Nga province 
told Renters by telephone. 

The tragedy occurred Friday 
afternoon in the village of Thong 
Maproa, when hundreds of peo- 
ple crowded around a truck and 
trailer which had flipped over at a 
sharp curve with a load of detona- 
tors and dynamite. 

Police are still trying to estab- 
lish what caused the massive ex- 
plosion about an hour later which 
ripped through the onlookers and 
backed-up traffic and razed 
dozens of houses. 

Witnesses and police officers 
have said they believe a dropped 
cigarette from the crowd sparked 
the blast. 

Other reports said people who 
had picked up detonators threw 
them in tbe truck when urged by 
a police officer to hand them 
back. 

The Nation newspaper said 
police had tried to bold back the 
curious onlookers. 

“It was the villagers and 
passers-by who ignored the police 
warning and tried to get a closer 
look at the overturned track and 
its cargo,” it said in an editorial. 

“Lately there seems to be a 
dangerous pattern of docile villa-, 
gets turning into merciless loo- 
ters. stealing cargoes from over- 
turned tracks, stripping valuables 
from injured victims and looting 
dead bodies in road accidents," it 
said. 

Police were also probing how 
the truck crashed in the first 
place. The driver has disappeared 
— he has either run away or been 
blown up. 

The Nation raised tbe point 
that long-haul drivers routinely 
used amphetemines to keep 
awake. 

Tbe government faces ques- 
tions on whether it is enforcing 
strict enough safety regulations 
on dangerous and heavy loads. 

Friday’s tragedy followed a 
horrific disaster at a busy Bang- 
kok intersection last September, 
when about 80 people perished in 
a fireball after a liquid gas tank er 
crariied. 

Only 10 days ago 13 people 
were killed when a truck 
ploughed into a roadside cafe in 
northeast Thailand. 

“Old problem, new victims,” 
said the headline of a Bangkok 
Post editorial. 

It noted that Prime Minister 
Chatichai Choonhavan had 
pledged a cabinet debate on safe- 
ty regulations Tuesday but said: 
*To expect anything concrete out 
of these knee-jerk reactions is 
perhaps unrealistic. 

“How many more innocent 
lives must be sacrificed before 
concrete and positive action — 
rather than empty promises — is 
taken by the go v e rnm ent to pre- 
vent recuiTence of these avoid- 
able national tragedies?" 

The new toll was revised from 
123 Sunday after more bodies 
were found and villagers reported 
the deaths of relatives. So far no 
foreigners have been listed as 
victims. 

Many of the dead were too 
badly charred or dismembered to 
be identified. The search was 
continuing but police said they 
did not expect to find many more 
recognisable bodies. 

Thirty-five bouses were com- 
pletely demolished and 120 dam- 
aged, according to tbe official 
count 


Two more arrested in 

El Salvador massacre 


SAN SALVADOR (AP) — Au- 
thorities said Sunday they have 
arrested two women who took 
part in the massacre last month of 
15 peasants. 

They said the suspects. Nativi- 
dad and Maria Cristina Vasquez. 
implicated three men whose 
military status is still in dispute 
and a civilian. 

"With these two. I think the 
case is now much clearer.” Judge 
Miguel Jose Valdez told reporters 
after questioning the women. 
"They admit to having partici- 
pated. ” 

Natividad Vasquez told repor- 
ters the killers forced her and 
Maria Cristina to point out the 
homes of each of the 15 victims in 
the village of El Zapote. The two' 
women live in nearby Ayutux- 
tepeque. about 10 kilometres 
from the capital, and knew the 
victims. 


Authorities have said they be- 
lieve the massacre stemmed from 
a personal dispute and has ^ no 
political overtones. The victims 
were all members of the same 
family. The human rights office 
of the Roman Catholic Church 
has said the killers were active- 
duty soldiers, which could imply 
they were part of a military death 

squad. 

The 1 2-year-old civil war be- 
tween the rebel Farabundo Marti 
National Liberation Front and a 
succession of U.S.-backed gov- 
ernments has killed at least 
72.000 people, most of them civi- 
lians. 

The government insists that 
one of the suspects. Jesus Vane- 
gas. deserted 24 hours before the 
slayings and took his rifle with 
him. It has said two other sus- 
pects. Armando and Rafael De 
Paz. were discharged a year ago. 


Zhivkov accuses aides for 
Bulgaria’s economic decline 


SOFIA, Bulgaria (AP) — For the 
first time since bis ouster in 1989, 
former Communist strongman 
Todor Zhivkov has blamed mem- 
bers of his government for Bul- 
garia's economic decline and $11- 
bfllion foreign debt 

In an interview with the weekly 
Pogled, Zhivkov singled out one- 
time premier Geoigi Atanasov 
and Andrei Lukanov, who was 
his foreign trade minister and 
replaced Atanasov as premier in 
February 1990. 

Zhivkov was scheduled to go 
on trial on Feb. 25. He is charged 
with embezzlement, but earlier 
charges of abuse of office and 
fomenting national hatred were 
dropped. 

He is widely held responsible 
for Bulgaria's deep economic cri- 
as and for damaging its interna- 
tional prestige. 

According to an advance copy 
of Pogled made available Sunday 
to tbe Associated Press, Zhivkov 
assailed in particular Lukanov, 
who stepped down as p re m ier 
under public pressure last 
November. 

Zhivkov reportedly rejected 
published reports thitf Lukanov, 
then Foreign Minister Petar 
Mladenov and former Defence 
Minister Dobri Dzhnrov pre- 
pared to topple him on Nov. 10, 
1989, because they felt 
threatened by him'. 


According to Pogled, Zhivkov 
wid be had planned to step down' 
earlier that year for health 
reasons but did not find a worthy 
successor among members of the 
Communist Party’s politburo. 

He. said he told Soviet ambas- 
sador Viktor Sharapov that his 
choke fell on Alexander LBov, a 
former chief ideologist Zhvikov 
had fired in the 1970s. But the 
Soviets wanted Mladenov in- 
stead. 

Lilov is now rfurimum of the 
Socialist Party, the renamed 
Communist Party. 

Zhivkov denied he had had a 
conflict with Lukanov and 
Mladenov, insisting that “all 
accusations that I had been pre- 
paring a blow against die plotters 
are attempts to manipulate puttac 
opinion.” 

Zhivkov, who ruled Bulgaria 
for almost 35 years, also claim ed 
that the three “plotters” and 
Stanko Todorov, then parliament 
chairman, were behind efforts to 
stage “a spectacular trial against 
me.” 

He said one reason for die 
failure of his prog ram me for eco- 
nomic development outlined in 
July 1967 was “jcaJoqsy aptf 
sistance” from a kit of “par allies 
and partners,” Pogled reported; 

“We were openly abused that 
... we were heading toward res- 
toration of capitalism,” be was 
quoted as saying. 


2 killed in cargo plane 
crash at Cleveland airport 


CLEVELAND (AP) — Witnes- 
ses said they saw an explosion 
shortly before a cargo jet carrying 
t mail crashed, killing the two 
crewmen aboard. 

' The DC-9 flipped upside-down 
onto the snow-covered main run- 
way at Cleveland Hopkins Inter- 
national Airport early Sunday, 
demolishing the cockpit contain- 
ing Capt. David Reay and First 
Officer Richard Duney. 

Witnesses to the crash included 
passengers aboard a Continental 
Airlines flight from Denver that 
had landed and was taxiing as the 
cargo jet was preparing to take 
off. 

“It looked like it exploded 
right in the middle.” said passen- 
ger Darren J. Wheeler. “It 
looked like it flipped, and then it 
slid right by us upside down on 
the runway. It was 200 feet (61 
metres) from us. at the most. 

He said the Continental pilot 
calmed passengers by saying rbe 
accident apparently involved a 
cargo plane, not a commercial 
flight with passengers. 


Another Continental passen- 
ger. Jeff Gtidden. recalled that 
the pilot said, “let's say a short 
prayer for (the crew)/’ 

• Officials refused to speculate 
on the cause of the crash or 
whether the cargo. U.S. Mail, 
might have contained an explo- 
sive. 

Airport spokesman Mark 
Courtney, when asked whether a 
bomb might have been planted in 
the plane's cargo, said: “We have 
no reason -to believe that is a 
possibility." 

Mort Edelstein, a Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA) 
spokesman in Chicago, said there 
were flames in the "jet's left en- 
gine a$ it tried to take off. 

Investigators for the FAA and 
National Transportation Safety 
Board arrived Sunday to sift 
through the wreckage, seeking 
the flight data recorder and cock- 
pit voice recorder as well as other 
clues. The overturned fuse lose 
had a charred, gaping hole, and 
rhe wings were sheared off. 


Despite new hopes, peace remains an illusion in Colombia 


BOGOTA (AP) — When Cesar 
Gaviria became Colombia’s pres- 
klent six months ago, be faced tbe 
daunting, some ay impossible, 
task of controlling his country's 
murderous drug cartel and facify- 
iog its leftist insurgency. 

But few could have predicted 
the price Gaviria was willing to 
pay. And apparently to no avail. 

With a 450-pound (200- 
Jtitasgramme) bomb exploding 
outride Medellin’s bullring Satur- 
day evening, killin g 22 and injur- 
ing 140, tbe goal seemed even 
more unreachable. 

The president's critics say Col- 
ombia bas begun sacrificing its 
principles only to be racked by 
more murders, kidnappings and 
bombings. 

Saturday’s blast, which, local 
radio stations were attributing to 
drag traffickers, underscored the 
difficulty of trying to make deals 
with murderers. 

Indeed, tbe government’s en- 
ticements to outlaw g ro ups have 
led several Medellin cocaine 
smugglers to surrender ind con- 
vinced leftist rebel outfits to trade 
peace for amnesty. 

Gaviria's predecessor, Virgfiio 


* Barco, launched a 'major offen- 
sive against the traffickers when 
Sen. Luis Carlos Galan, the* 
front-running presidential candi- 
date, was assassinated in August 
1989 by gunmen employed by 
drug traffickers. 

In tbe following 12 months, 
Barco’s administration allowed 
22 drug suspects to be extradited 
to the United States, killed 
Medefim cartel leader Gonzalo 
Rodriguez Gacha. and confis- 
cated hundreds of properties be- 
longing to tbe cocaine magnates. 

A Gaviria-supponed panel is 
meeting to rewrite the constitu- 
tion, stirring new hopes for 
national reconciliation. 

But peace? Nowhere to be seen 
in this nation of 32 million inhabi- 
tants wracked by bloody warfare 
involving drag barons and insur- 
gents. The last two months have 
been among the most violent in 
the country's history. 

Broad offensives by Col- 
ombia's two remaining rebel 
groups, the National Liberation 
Army, or ELN. and tbe Revolu- 
.tionaiy Armed Forces of Col- 
ombia, the FARC, has killed at 
least 350 people this year. 


The Medellin drag gang recent- 
ly shot an elderly woman six 
times in the face and murdered a 
prominent magazine publisher. 

Tbe victims, Marina Montoya 
and Diana Turbay, had been 
taken hostage by the cartel to 
pressure the government to grant 
concessions. 

Authorities suspected that 
cocaine traffickers may have been 
behind Saturday's carnage in 
southern Medellin which killed 
policemen and spectators on their 
way home from the last bullfight 
of the season. 

Tbe killing seems an unlikely 
response to Gaviria’s wooing of 
traffickers with offers of lenient 
treatment and promises not to 
send them to the United States to 
face trial. 

Three Medellin cartel leaders, 
brothers Fabio, Juan David and 
Jorge Luis Ochoa, have surren- 
dered under Gaviria’s offer to 
end extraditions and reduce jail 
sentences to drug traffickers who 
torn themselves in. 

Juan David gave himself up in 
the northern dty of Turbo just a 
few hours before Saturday’s fatal 
blast. 


If tbe brothers confess at least 
one crime and behave themselves 
in jail, they will serve a wnoTiimwn 
of 10 years, said Ana Montez, a 
national court official. 

But given drug traffickers’ 
proven ability to bribe, threaten 
or kill penal authorities, their 
sentences could well be for less, 
analysts say. 

The cartel's top leader, bil- 
lionaire Pablo Escobar, isn’t 
planning to surrender at aJL, said 
a confidential police report re- 
cently published. 

Instead, said tbe report, the. 
drag boss plans to use his con- 
siderable influence! to intimidate ' 
members of tbe Constitutional 
Assembly to ban extraditions. 

Several of the assembly’s 73 
delegates, led by former Medellin 
Mayor Joan Gomez, already have 
proposed such a ban. 

Despite government efforts to 
btoster tbe judicial system, there 
is reason to believe Colombian 
courts are not yet ready to with- 
stand drag smugglers’ intimida- 
tion, 

Gonzalo Mejia, one of five 
mid-level traffickers to surrender 
under Gaviria’s leniency plan. 


was mysteriously released from 
jail last month after having served 
only 44 days. 

The United States bas publicly 
supported Gaviria’s new strategy. 
But U.S. officials have privately 
expressed their concern that Col- 
ombia is going soft in the drag 
war. 

Even on the guerrilla front, 
Gaviria has backslid from pre- 
vious postilions in an apparent 
effort to stop the rebels from 
attacking army units, blowing up 
electrical towers and invading 
small towns. 

The government recently 
announced that rebels could be- 
come non-voting members of the 
Constitutional Assembly even if 
they didn’t lay down their 
weapons, a reversal of previous 
policy. 

The current rebel offensive has 
kflkd hundreds of Colombians 

and cm an estimated bflfion dol- 
lars in losses to the economy. 

The guerrillas say they are re- 
taHatingfor tire army’s bombing 
and capture in earty December of 
tiie FARC’s jungle headquarters 
in southern Colombia and have 
no intention Of surrenderin g 
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Athletes tie knot 
on soggy beach 

CHRISTCHURCH, 
land (AP) — Two British triatigT 
letes say they could not think 
nicer way to get married than aH, 
soggy beach on a murky After?^.’ 
noon after competing in one_-of 3? 
New Zealand’s most grueling 
events. Ken MacLaren, .29, 
Wales, and Ali Hollington, 2fcdj§> 
Essex, say the venue for thei*^ 
wedding was "made in hfiaVeaiTf 5 ^ 
“Of course, it would have beogj 
nice had it been fine, but we pang* 
more worried about the effect ;arf: 
the weather on our perfonnaticefj; 
than on what it would do to tbfrT. 
wedding,” MacLaxen said. 
wanted a no-frills affair. The^. 
barefooted bride sported a nmf&f 
hooded sweatshirt, which matcfef%f 
ed the groom's, and navy-and^4 
white-striped shorts, which 
trasted with her busbands's flora^l 
pair. “We’re both veiy casual--? 
people and it was just the sort ofcf 
Wedding we wanted,” Hollington .’3 
said. The wedding got under way - 
about an hour late. The trying 
weather conditions delayed somef '- 
finishers in the triathlon, and the ; 
pair fitted in their ceremony so as 
not to curtail tbe post-rai 
celebrations at a local 
Although they were happy wi; 
the wedding, MacLaren was disj^ 
appointed with his performance.' 
in the event. “I had a lousy race / 
and- 1 can't blame the weddSug "' 
because I didn't start thinking-' 
about that until I crossed tfaf ' 
line,” he said. Hollington, wb$i 
finished about mid-field, said .ft}: - 
rough sea and the bleak, blus&sry ' 
conditions also caused .hex .ppjfc . 
lems. “The brakes on.my^g!^ 
weren’t working when^ 
round some of the ~ 
was on my mind 
back in one piece 

Soccer star 
with theft . 

■'^sV % mr: 

ATHENS (R) — Romani 
cer star Ranut Lupu, who 
for Greek first division 
pious Ranafhmaikos, was charged . 

and * selling 

stolen goods and unlawful entry, r -- 1 
police said. They said Lupu, 23,: -' 
was arrested and charged with six.;, 
other men in connection with 
ring accused of breaking in 
homes and stores to steal furs andl 
other clothes. He signed with 
Panathinaxkos last year. 

DJ fired over fake C 
report of attack 


ST. LOUIS (AP) — John Ulett, a 
rock station disc jockey who 
broadcast a fake report of a~ nuc- 
lear . attack, has been fired as 
public address announcer for 
St. Louis Cardinals base 
team. Ulett, 31, confirmed that 
he will not be retained by the_ : 
National League team for the :r 
1991 season, ending an eight-year 
stint. Ulett aired a report on. 
radio station KSHE on Jan. 29 ;’ 
that the United States was under 
nuclear attack after several cal- : 
lers suggested the United States - 
use nuclear weapons on Iraq to 
hasten the end of Golf war, fie 
said. At the time, Ulett said he- • 
played the fake warning to make 
people think about the horrors of 
nuclear war. The station sus- 
pended him for a week and the' 
incident is being investigated by. 
the Federal Communications 
Commission. FCC Chairman. , 
Alfred C. Sikes said that tbe ; 
potential penalties range from a 
fine to revocation of the station's ^ 
broadcast licence. f-. 

Private detective - 
sues Trump 


HOUSTON (AP) — a private - 
detective is suing Donald Trump 
for more than $5,000 in unpaid 
fees for keeping tabs on an inves-r 2 
tigator hired by the real estate % 
magnate’s former wjfe. Rob Kim- ! 
moos, owner of Informat 
Bank of Texas Inc., claims^ 
Tramp foiled to pay him for ' 
monitoring another Houston pri-J. 
vate eye retained by Ivana Trump 
to .watch her husband and his" 
girlfriend, model Maria Maples. , 

“tt just shows you, who knows::. 
who really has wealth?” Kim- 
mons said. “We work so manyU- 
eases involving the cream of the '• 
crop, who yon would think were ’ 
finanoaliy set for life, and ifae- 
next thing you know, they’re hfel: 

” The Tramps were 
divorced m December, following' 
revelations of Trump’s extramar-^. 

rtai relationship with Mapfes.^l 

pnmions said his agency wW&Mt 
“free by Tramp last summer and^j^ 
“s not received the $5,394:90 ' 1 

S3? » r ^ *<**5 of woric.1 
Md Brnooi, a New York* V I 

^ Tnn ^£ : 

. ! ' Jcr defence will be that^ 

groes performed were 


